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The Temple Veil Was Rent 


By Blanton W. Jones 
EA not for naught, the Temple veil 
was rent, 

As Christ became both priest and sacri- 
fice; 

Who shrank not, counting not the price, 

Till finished and completed that event 

The prophets saw—though not its full 
intent! 

Christ’s death for sin does evermore 
suffice, 

For those who are, through Him, be- 
gotten twice— 

Made heirs by grace, for which God’s 
Son was sent. 

What need for ancient ritual or priest? 

No pagan rites nor dead forms now 
avail— 

The first a fraud, the other long since 
ceased. 

Christ’s broken body opened wide the 
door 

Into the Holy Place behind the veil: 

Through faith we follow Him whe went 
before. 

L-4 


Easter Attire 


Few can resist the impulse at Easter 
time to don new and attractive clothing. 
In fact, some persons are quite miser- 
able if they cannot have a new and 
striking Easter outfit, and wear it where 
It is un- 


it will be seen and admired. 


derstandable that, as the winter season 
with its necessarily heavy and warm 
clothing comes to a close, that evidences 
of approaching spring should turn our 
thoughts to lighter and more colorful 
attire. But what a tragedy it is when 
so much time and attention and money 
are spent in the adorning of the outer 
man (or woman), and little or no con- 
cern is evidenced toward making the 
inner man more attractive. God’s Word 
is full of admonitions to Christians to 
give attention to such inner adornment. 
We are to think on the things that are 
true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good 
report, and the like (Phil. 4:8). We are 
urged to put on “the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
who is our robe of righteousness which 
is of God by faith, “and make not pro- 
vision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof” (Phil. 3:9; Rom. 13:14). We are 
reminded that our adorning is not to 
be outward but that of “the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not cor- 


The Image of 


ruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price” (1 Pet. 3:3, 4). 
Instead of swelling the Easter parade 
in imitation of the world, believers, 
as servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, are 
to “adorn the doctrine of God our Sav- 
iour in all things” (Titus 2:10). There 
is, of course, no virtue in shabby cloth- 
ing, or an unkempt appearance. The 
Christian will do well to set an example 
in neatness and cleanliness and good 
taste. But let us not be so occupied 
with the outward appearance that the 
inner man will be neglected, lest the 
Lord’s words, spoken sadly to the Church 
of Laodicea, may also be applied to us 
as individuals: “Because thou . . . know- 
est not that thou art wretched, and mis- 
erable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 
I counsel thee to buy of me... white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, 
and that the shame of thy nakedness do 
not appear” (Rev. 3:17, 18). 


the Heavenly 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


der the same title as this editorial 

appeared in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
TrmeEs from the pen of Emma Florence 
Bush. It told of a childhood experience 
of a woman who was serving as a Sun- 
day school teacher. Betty, as she was 
known as a girl, had been invited along 
with others to a neighbor’s home to view 
the blooming of a cereus. It was a new 
experience for her, and she arrived full 
of eager expectation. The first sight of 
the plant, however, was disappointing, 
“All spines and stems, with thick, fleshy 
pads of leaves, and from the edge of 
one of them, on a long, ungainly stem, 


A NUMBER of years ago, a story un- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the eyes of the Lord run 
to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to shew himself strong in 
the behalf of them whose heart 
is perfect toward him” (2 Chron. 
16:9). 




















a thick, heavy bud, tightly closed.” Then, 
so gradually that she could hardly dis- 
cern its movement, the petals revealed 
a pink beneath the green as they began 
to uncurl. Soon, underneath the pink, 
the white began to show,. as one by one 
the petals curled back from the center 
to reveal the starry heart of the great 
flower. As the last petal curled into 
place, the minister, who was present, 
said, “As we have borne the image of 
the earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly.” 

He was quoting Paul in 1 Corinthians 
15:49. The apostle in that chapter shows 
the resurrection of our Lord to be foun- 
dational to our faith and a pattern of 
the resurrection of His people. In the 
course of his argument for the resurrec- 
tion of Christians, he says, “As we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly.” 

This great Easter text is a prophecy of 
our resurrection to glory. At death, the 
spirit of the believer departs to be with 
Christ. Paul declares this to be “far 
better” than to remain here (Phil. 1:22, 
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23). However, though better than life 
here, it is not God’s best for His people. 
A final crisis of blessing awaits the re- 
turn of the Lord, with which will be 
associated the resurrection of His people 
in glorified bodies adapted to the perfect 
expression of their eternal life, a body 
of immortal powers and never-diminish- 
ing vitality. “And as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly. ... 
For this corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality . . . then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, Death 
is swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 
15:49, 53, 54). 

But this Easter text is more than a 
prophecy of our resurrection. It carries 
with it a distinction of character. It is 
preceded by the words, “As is the earthy, 
such are they also that are earthy: and 
as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly” (v. 48). There are 
people who are “earthy” and others who 
are “heavenly.” The distinction will ap- 
pear in the bodily sphere at the resur- 
rection, but it exists in the moral and 
spiritual realm already. 

The man of the earth is wrapped up in 
the things of earth, sensuous pleasure, 
riches, worldly honor. The heavenly 
man esteems moral excellence of far 
more worth than the prizes of the world, 
The man of the earth puts self at life’s 
center: the heavenly man pleases not 
himself, but His Lord, and concerns him- 
self with his neighbors’ need. The man 
of earth holds aloof from God, the 
heavenly man walks with God. Here 
and now men bear in their character 
either the image of the earthy or the 
image of the heavenly, and it is our ac- 
ceptance or rejection of Christ that de- 
termines to which type. we belong. 

But our text may also be seen to hold 
a gladdening encouragement for all 
faithful servants of the Lord. Three 
verses before (v. 46), Paul wrote: “How- 
beit that was not first which is spiritual, 
but that which is natural: and afterward 
that which is spiritual.” In life’s first 
stages we all bear the image of the 
earthy, more or less, and therein lies 
a trial of the patience and faith of those 
who strive to win children and young 
people to the Lord. 

The grown-up Betty was thus tried. 
“She became a faithful, efficient Sunday 
school teacher, but was often distressed 
that her efforts seemed to make so slight 
an impression at the time upon her 
class of boys. One Sunday, this problem 
was distracting her mind while the 
superintendent was reading the Scrip- 
tures. Suddenly she became aware of 
these words from the chapter being read, 
“As we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we also shall bear the image 
of the heavenly.” At once she saw again 
the childhood experience linked with 
those words—“the lighted parlor, the un- 
gainly plant, the unopened bud, and then 
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the slow unfolding before the watching 
eyes, so slow that only the results could 
be seen, then the marvelous wonder of 
the starry heart.” Then she looked at 
her boys, and it came to her that she 
had seen only the ungainliness, the 
knobs and spines, the sprawly stems— 
not the promise of the perfect flowers. 
Silently she prayed and thanked God for 
the privilege of having a part in the un- 
folding of the lads before her. From 
then on she was a better teacher for 
having seen a vision of the fulfillment of 
the promise of what should be. “First 
that which is natural; and afterward 
that which is spiritual” as we sow the 
seed of the Word in young hearts and 
water it with weeping prayer. 

Lastly, there is here for all of us an 
Easter admonition. Why do some leave 
the earthy behind and grow into the 
heavenly, while others just grow more 
earthy? Those who remain of the earth 
earthy are those who disregard Jesus 
Christ. Those who move on into the 
heavenly are those who, by receiving’ 
Him, are born from above, and then, by 
obeying Him, grow in likeness to Him. 
Some old manuscripts put our text in 
the imperative, “Let us bear the image 
of the heavenly.” There appears no 








Coming Soon 


NEW series of articles by Dr. 
T. Stanley Soltau, well known to 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs readers, will be- 
gin about May 7. The theme will be, 
“Things a Christian Should Know.” 
There will be fourteen articles in all. 
However, it is possible that the entire 
series may not be published. consecu- 
tively, but rather in two groups, the 
second group coming somewhat later in 
the year. 
In the first group of articles such topics 
as the following will be treated: 
My Own Helplessness 
That He Belongs to Another 
That My Redeemer Liveth 
Whom He Has Believed 
The Persistent and 
Unchanging Love of God 
God’s Daily Overruling 
The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
There are undoubtedly friends and 
acquaintances with whom you will want 
to share this timely series. You may 
send as many eighteen-week trial sub- 
scriptions as you wish for $1 each (Can- 
ada: $1.10, in U.S.A. dollars), and such 
subscriptions will cover the first group 
of articles. Or, better still, why not send 
full-year subscriptions, and thus make 
sure that your friends will get the en- 
tire series? Yearly subscriptions are $3 
each (in Canada, $3.25, in U.S.A. dollars). 
Send your list of names and addresses to: 
The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 18th Street, Philadelphia 5 











March 26, 1955 


doubt that the future indicative is what 
Paul wrote. However, the imperative, 
“Let us bear the image of the heavenly,” 
befits us. It is our-duty to strive after 
the moral and spiritual likeness of our 
Lord. John tells us that, when we see 
Him, we shall be like Him; but mean- 
while, we are to strive to be more and 
more like Him in heavenly mindedness 
and character. Our Lord is God’s model 
for us, and the first rudiments at least 
of likeness to Him must appear in us here. 
His bright and glorious beauty will not 
be ours heréafter unless, in some meas- 
ure, we get started here on the path of 
Christlikeness. 
O Jesus Christ, grow Thou in me, 
And all things else recede; 


My heart be daily nearer Thee, 
From sin be daily freed. 

Make this poor self grow less and less, 
Be Thou my life, my aim: 

O make me daily, through Thy grace, 
More meet to bear Thy name. 


Notes on Open Letters 


What Is the Evidence of 
Christ's Resurrection? 


Some years ago, I saw an article in 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times that summed 
up the evidence of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Would it 
be possible to give a brief résumé of 
this evidence? I believe it might be 
useful to Sunday school teachers in 
teaching the Easter lesson.—A Phila- 
delphia reader, 

No less a famous person than Sir Rob- 
bert Anderson, for many years head of 
the famous Scotland Yard in London, is 
credited with the statement that no event 
in human history has such incontrovert- 
ible evidence as the resurrection of the 
Lard Jesus Christ. The article that 
this reader recalls was probably one 
written by Dr. T. Stanley Soltau, “The 
Evidence of Christ’s Resurrection,” which 
was published in THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times of July 3, 1943. Some years 
earlier the Times published an excellent 
booklet prepared by the Rev. David Lee 
Jamison, LL.B., called, “The Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus, Considered from the Law- 
yer’s Viewpoint” (now unfortunately out 
of print). It is impracticable to repro- 
duce Dr. Soltau’s article and this pam- 
phlet in full, but a brief mention of some 
of the principal points found in these 
and other sources may be helpful: 

1, The empty tomb. The record is 
clear in the four Gospels that when the 
women and later the disciples came to 
the tomb on Easter morning, the Lord’s 
body was not there. It was not due to 
wishful thinking, for they did not really 
expect Him to rise from the dead (Luke 
24:7, 8; John 20:9), otherwise they would 
not have come bringing spices to com- 
plete the embalming of His body. Three 

(Continued on page 256) 
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Christ Risen—the World's Hope 


The far-reaching significance of the 


resurrection of Christ 


“If Christ be not risen... but 
now is Christ risen” (1 Cor. 15:14, 
20). 


ITH the return of the Easter 

W season God’s people, in a very 

special sense, need to ponder 
anew the importance of Christ’s resur- 
rection. This glorious event, which 
Easter is intended to commemorate and 
which is central in the Christian faith 
and the Christian message, is frequently 
in danger of being lost sight of amid 
the traditions that have grown up 
around the celebration of this holy sea- 
son. Easter bunnies and Easter eggs, 
Easter flowers and Easter clothes, ornate 
rituals and elaborate festivities, so ap- 
pealing to the world that knows not a 
risen Saviour, have a subtle tendency, 
as far as a Christian is concerned, to 
obscure the one important fact of Easter 
—Christ arose! 

But the child of God, if he is to keep 
the edge of his spiritual life keen and 
his faith radiant, must have the far- 
reaching significance of the resurrection 
of Christ ever uppermost in his think- 
ing. He will do well to consider first 
the appalling alternative “if Christ be 
not risen,” as well as the glorious fact 
that Christ is risen. It is in this order 
that the Apostle Paul presents the sub- 
ject of the importance of Christ’s resur- 
rection in 1 Corinthians 15: 12-34, 


I. THe APPALLING ALTERNATIVE 
“Ir Curist.Be Not RISEN” 


This is a horrible contemplation, but 
the apostle employs it as an argument 
to prove the truth of the resurrection 
of Christ. The rejection of the resur- 
rection of our Lord is fraught with such 
terrible moral consequences and leads to 
such unrelieved hopelessness for the 
human race, and involves such incred- 
ible absurdities, that such a denial is 
unthinkable. 

1, If Christ be not risen, the Christian 
doctrine of the Resurrection is false. If 
the Son of God Himself, the only sin- 
less man who ever lived, pure and vir- 
gin-born, did not rise from the dead, how 
can any other member of the human 
race, ruined and fallen, have hope in 
a resurrection? Moreover, if it is true 
that “if there be no resurrection of the 
dead, then is Christ not risen” (1 Cor. 
15:13), how much more true is it, that 
if Christ be not risen, there is no res- 
urrection of the dead. If He, “the Prince 
of life’ (Acts 3:15), was held captive 
by the grave, no one can shout, “O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory?” (1 Cor. 15:55.) 


2. If Christ be not risen, the Christian 


By MERRILL F. UNGER, Th.D., Ph.D. 


Science, technology, world brother- 
hood, disarmament, peace organiza- 
tions, and atomic industrial power 
have all, in turn, been hailed as the 
hope of the world. Yet the world 
still continues headlong on its way, 
with men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, rejecting the Prince of Peace, 
in whom is its only real hope. But, 
to believers, comes, with fresh em- 
phasis, the glorious fact that our 
risen Lord is both the guarantee of 
our resurrection and the assurance 
of the ultimate triumph of God’s 
program. The writer, Dr. Unger, is 
Professor of Semitics and Old Tes- 
tament, Dallas Theological Seminary. 








message is pointless and powerless. 
“Then is our preaching vain” (v. 14), 
declares the apostle. The resurrection 
of Christ formed the focal point of all 
apostolic preaching (Acts 2:24-31; 3:15; 
4:10; 5:30, and the like). If Christ really 
did not rise from the dead, the ministry 
of the early Christians was a tragic 
delusion and their witness a gigantic 
and incredible hoax, 

3. If Christ be not risen, the Christian 
faith is useless, “And if Christ be not 
risen, ... your faith also is vain” (1 Cor. 
15:14). The apostles had proclaimed a 
risen Christ. Their converts had be- 
lieved in a risen Christ. If Christ really 








Road to Emmaus 


By Ruth Margaret Gibbs 


O MUCH we learned of Him in that 
brief space, 
Walking together on the Emmaus road, 
Musing with sorrow on our Lord’s 
abode 
Among the dead; we heard this Strange 
One trace 
Messiah’s footprints down the years of 
grace 
From prophet unto prophet, till there 
glowed 
Within us all the light of Heaven 
bestowed 
As by a Stranger with an angel’s face. 


Then suddenly the night was round us 
there; 

“Abide with us,” we whispered, hearts 
that burned 

Thinking to give Him shelter and a bed— 

“Abide with us!” Oh, blessed words of 

prayer 

To find the very Lord for whom we 
yearned 

Is risen; at our table; breaking bread! 





did not rise, both the message of Chris- 
tian preachers as well as the faith of 
Christian believers are alike an empty 
delusion. In such a case, Christianity, 
like a building whose foundation is de- 
Sstroyed, collapses. x 

4. If Christ be not risen, Christian hope 
of salvation is futile. “If Christ be not 
raised,” says the apostle, “ye are yet in 
your sins” (v. 17). You are unforgiven, 
unjustified, under the divine wrath, and 
still lost under the curse and doom of 
sin. The death of Christ would have 
been powerless to remove our guilt and 
bestow upon us the divine righteousness, 
if that atoning death had not been fol- 
lowed by a triumphant resurrection. 
Our Lord was not only “delivered up for 
our trespasses,” but “was raised for our 
justification” (Rom. 4:25, A.S.V.). 

But how can the believer consider 
himself still a slave of sin when the 
deepest conviction of his heart is that 
his guilt has been taken away and God’s 
grace has entered into his experience? 
As well might a living man believe 
himself to be a corpse. 

5. If Christ be not risen, Christian 
death is an unrelieved tragedy. “Then 
they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished” (1 Cor. 15:18). If 
Christ has not come forth from the tomb 
in conquest over death, the noblest and 
most unselfish Christians die lika brutes, 
without hope of resurrection or immor- 
tality. But-if there is no resurrection 
and Christ’ did not arise, God, if He is 
believed in at all, becomes a product 
of man’s imagination, an unreasoning 
tyrant, not a wise and just Creator and 
a loving Redeemer, who estimates the 
greatest and purest life ever lived no 
better in the end than the life of a dog 
or a beast that perishes, 

6. If Christ be not risen, the Christian 
life is pitiable. “If in this life only we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable” (v. 19). And if death 
still holds the Lord Jesus and Joseph's 
tomb still claims His sinless body, this 
present life is all that a Christian may 
look forward to. Why then did the apos- 
tle and many of his noble ‘succession 
down through the Christian centuries 
“take pleasure in infirmities, in re- 
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions 
for Christ’s sake” (2 Cor. 12:10), if death 
ended all, and there was no future life 
to look forward to? 

Why, if there were not “a land that 
is fairer than day” beyond this life, did 
the saints and martyrs of Christ strive 
to approve themselves as “ministers of 
God, in much patience, in afflictions... 
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in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, 
in labors, in watchings, in fastings; by 
pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffer- 
ing, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by 
love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 
by the power of God, by the armour of 
righteousness on the right hand and on 
the left, by honour and dishonour, by 
evil report and good report; as deceivers 
and yet true; as unknown, and yet well 
known; as dying and, behold, we live; 
as chastened, and yet not killed; as poor, 
yet making many rich; as having noth- 
ing, and yet possessing all things’? (2 
Cor. 6:4-10.) If Christ be not risen, all 
this exemplary conduct of suffering and 
self-denial on behalf of Christ and His 
cause is a grand delusion inexplicable 
to reason or common sense. 


II. THe GLorious Fact— 
“But Now Is Curist RISEN” 


To the Christian, this is the inexpress- 
ibly thrilling reality behind the celebra- 
tion of Easter. To him one grand truth 
stands forth. Christ arose! The tomb of 
Joseph of Arimathea was emptied of the 
precious, holy body that was laid in it. 
The Son of God burst the bands of death, 
He opened the doors of the tomb. He 
came forth in resurrection life. 


Besides the witness of the living Word, 
our Lord Jesus Christ Himself (Matt. 16: 21; 
17:23), and the written Word (1 Cor. 15: 
4-8) regarding this stupendous event, 
the believer sees it inscribed indelibly 
in bursting bud and flower and the re- 
vival of nature in the springtime. He 

“sees it, too, as a magnificent sunrise 
dawning upon the tragically dark night 
of human sin, as a ladder of hope set 
up from earth to Heaven; as a key un- 
locking a dark dungeon and releasing its 
prisoners to a vast continent of spiritual 
wealth, as a bridge of promise spanning 
the deep chasm from a sin-scarred time 
to a sinless eternity. 

1. Christ Risen is a Guarantee of Our 
Resurrection. “But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the firstfruits 
of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20). As 
the first fruits were typical of the whole 
harvest (Lev. 23:10, 11), so our Lord’s 
resurrection assures the resurrection of 
all those who are united to Him by faith. 
“For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead” 
(1 Cor. 15:21). The first Adam brought 
death, the last Adam brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel. 

“For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive” (v. 22). 
The first Adam and the last Adam are 
here presented as the heads of the old 
creation and the new. In the old crea- 
tion, under Adam’s guilt, death, both 
physical and spiritual, was universal. In 
the new creation, under Christ, life both 
physical (in the future resurrection) and 
spiritual (in regeneration) are likewise 
universal, 

All who are “in Christ,” that is, who 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


are regenerated and thus baptized by the 
Spirit into this “in-Christ” position (1 
Cor, 12:13; Rom. 6:3, 4; Col. 2: 10-12; Gal. 
3:27) “shall . . . be made alive. But 
every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor, 15:22, 23, 
53; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 2 Thess. 2:1). 

2. Christ Risen Is the Assurance of the 
Ultimate Triumph of God’s Program. As 
the Apostle Paul contemplates the tre- 
mendous sweep of the resurrection of 
Christ, his prophetic vision spans time 
and penetrates the dawning of eternity. 
He sees the final triumph of the Son 
of God over all evil—over sin, death, and 
hell. He sees the Son laying the spoils 
of a redeemed and conquered world be- 
fore the Father’s throne, showing by that 
supreme act of self-sacrifice that, in His 
redemptive office, He came not to do His 
own will, but always and ever, the will 
of Him who sent Him. 

“Then cometh the end, when he shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father; when he shall have put 
down all rule and all authority and 


Around the Cross 
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power. For he must reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet ... and 
when all things shall be subdued unto 
him, then shall the Son also himself be 
subject unto him that put all things 
under him, that God may be all in all” 
(1 Cor. 15:24-28). 

“That God may be all in all”! In these 
sublime words is expressed the complete 
redemption of the race and the individual 
believer, resulting in God’s supreme 
glory and man’s highest good. To this 
magnificent future the resurrection of 
Christ points. Of this blissful destiny 
the resurrection of Christ is a guarantee, 

As the world’s hope is centered in the 
crucified and risen Christ, who came 
forth in triumph from Joseph’s tomb, so 
may we, as His redeemed ones, see in the 
resurrection of our Lord, the real mean- 
ing of Easter. May the contemplation 
of the significance of this far-reaching 
event inspire us to greater faithfulness 
in making Him, who was raised again 
for our justification, known to a world 
that so desperately needs Him, 


DALLAs, TEX. 


A moving event that concerned Mary and John 


6“ OW there stood by the cross of 

Jesus his mother and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Cleopas, and 
Mary Magdalene” (John 19:25). Two of 
these women, the two Marys, are men- 
tioned by Matthew and Mark as at one 
time “afar off.” But now seemingly the 
first turmoil of the Crucifixion had 
somewhat abated, and these two women 
were able to approach near to the cross, 
almost certainly in the company of John 
and the Lord’s mother. Together they 
formed the little devoted group de- 
scribed by John. 

But now around the cross there oc- 
curs a most moving event. Earlier, 
Christ had prayed for those crucifying 
Him—the soldiers and the Jews. That 
was ever His attitude toward sinners, 
He had granted pardon to the malefac- 
tor, for that was why He was dying. 
But before the darkness set in, there 
was an important domestic detail to be 
arranged, the provision for His mother. 
Does it not seem as if God made it pos- 
sible for the little inner group to reach 
the cross from “afar off,” that this might 
be taken care of? 

What had Christ to leave His mother? 
Home He had none, for He had “not 
where to lay his head” (Luke 9:58). 
Funds? Well the women from Galilee 
“ministered unto him of their substance” 
(Luke 8:3). His very clothes went as 


spoil to the soldiers (John 19:23). But 
He did bequeath to Mary a son. 

“When Jesus saw his mother” (v. 26). 
This seems to time the arrival of the 
little group at the cross. 


So His eyes 





By Dr. NORTHCOTE DECK 


fell again on the first face His infant 
eyes had looked upon at birth and child- 
hood. But He saw deeper. He saw, 
as foretold by Simeon, a “sword” pierc- 
ing through her soul, in her sorrow. 
And we can be sure He shared the an- 
guish of the mother’s heart, for as always 
“in all their affliction he was afflicted” 
(Isa. 63:9). With His mother was John 
the disciple “standing by.” Already it 
had been stated John was standing by 
the cross. Does not this second men- 
tion seem rather to state he was stand- 
ing by Mary, in sympathy and support? 

Then, “Woman,” He cries (in the 
Greek, the word of address is one of 
respect and dignity), “behold thy son!” 
The word “behold” is not a verb, but 
an interjection—“lo,” for love does not 
need acommand. Then without another 
name of address, He turns His eyes upon 
John and announces, “Behold [lo] thy 
mother!” He is, in effect, uttering a 
clause of His last will and testament, 
so both beneficiaries of the will must 
be mentioned. And it must be made 
quite clear that to John is committed 
the official care of Mary, to the reproach 
of “his brethren” who did not believe 
on Him. So He promotes one who had 
been a devoted servant, in a sense, to 
be His brother. How many times in 
childhood He must have addressed Mary 
as “Mother.” But now He gently divests 
Himself of that most tender relationship, 
and so, as often, He provides for His 
own through His own. 

It is thought by authorities the cross 
would not have been more than eight 
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Lesson for April 10° 


feet high. In such close proximity to 
her Son, and for so long, can we con- 
ceive no other words passed between 
these two? If so, they were too sacred 
to be recorded. So, the Saviour com- 
mended His two greatest lovers each to 
the other, for surely there had been no 
love so deep as the mother’s to her Son, 
and seemingly John came’ next in the 
intensity of his love to Christ. What a 
rich background was thus provided for 
John’s coming Gospel! No wonder that 
John reveals the person of the Saviour, 
when the synoptic Gospels rather record 
His doings. What tender, important de- 
tails these two would have to confide 
in each other—Mary so much of’ the 
childhood and early years of her Son, 
John of the many foot journeys he had 
traveled with the Saviour under the 
Syrian sky. Yet though John must have 





heard so much of the early days of 
Christ, he is not allowed to give us a 
Gospel of the infancy. His task was a 
higher one, to set Him forth as the Son 
of God. 

“From that hour” John “took her unto 
his own home” (v. 27)—not apparently 
that hour of the day, for seemingly they 
lingered till the Saviour died, and John 
was present at the death as an impor- 
tant witness (v. 35). Then he seems to 
have gone, for he was apparently absent 
from the burial. So we take leave of 
this central group of the world’s history, 
thanking God for the insertion of these 
two verses in the Scripture, so precious, 
so revealing, so tender. So again, 
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
able gift’—our Saviour and coming 
King. 

TorRONTO, ONT., CAN, 


An Uncertain Christian Witness 


The importance of a consistent testimony that honors God at all times 


ROM Psalm 127:1 and other Scrip- 

tures, it is plain that unless God Him- 
self is in our purposes, our plans, and 
our doings on His behalf, we labor in 
vain. However, we are not always so 
clear as to when He is with us, though 
we ought to be. Is it possible that there 
are times when God cannot honor a sin- 
cere Christian’s witness—when, He can- 
not bless the believer’s devotions; his 
reading of God’s Word; his prayer-time; 
his preparation of.a message? Undoubt- 
edly it is possible! 

We know that there are obvious hin- 
drances, such as indifference; known and 
condoned sin; strained relationships, both 
with Christian and non-Christian friends 
—many things to take up room and hin- 
der the complete infilling of the Spirit. 
These are things we know about that 
dilute, or destroy, the joy of our salva- 
tion. But there are situations not clear 
to us, perhaps because they are so under 
our noses as to be outside our line of 
vision; or because we have allowed our 
zeal to overshadow our spiritual com- 
mon sense; or because we lack the wis- 
dom from above, for which we have not 
bothered to ask. As a result, our activ- 
ities, though well-intentioned, are ill- 
placed, or ill-timed, and therefore harm- 
ful to the cause of Christ instead of 
helpful. 

Yet these things are so obvious to 
those about us that the unsaved, seeing 
them, misunderstand, and our testimony 
is nullified. We unwittingly do things 
in our everyday life in the name of 
Christ, the very suggestion of which 
would shock us were we to realize that 
we are guilty of them. 

The prophet Malachi raises a very 
pertinent question, “Will a man rob 





By DOUGLAS C. HARTLEY 


God?” (Mal 3:8.) Christ said, in effect, 
that it was just as wrong to give to God 
what belongs to men, as to give to them 
what rightly belongs to God. “Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things that 
are Caesar's,” he said, “and unto God the 
things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). 
His Word further states, “Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers 
that be are ordained of God” (Rom. 
13:1), and, “Render therefore to all their 
dues: tribute ... custom... fear... 
honour” to whom each is due (Rom. 1:7). 

Some years ago a young man confided 
in me that he was suffering persecution 
for righteousness’ sake, in that he had 
been discharged because he was a Chris- 
tian! Careful questioning elicited the in- 
formation that he had been discovered 
reading his Bible, on his employer’s time, 
behind a packing case in the warehouse 
of the department store where he was 
working. This young man was not being 
persecuted, neither was he being right- 
eous. He was not honoring God, nor ren- 
dering to his employer his due. He was 
robbing his employer just as effectively 
as if he had put his hand in the till. 

There was another man, on night shift, 
who habitually slept on duty on a Sat- 
urday night, in order to be fresh to bring 
the Sunday messages in his assembly! 

Only recently I read in a Christian 
periodical of a signal engineer watching 
a train pass through an interlocking 
plant. It was stated that he detected 
nothing wrong, but something strange— 
the fireman of the engine had an open 
Bible in his hand! 


Was this not something wrong? It is 


logical that one would not likely have 
the Bible open without reading. Rail- 
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way rules and safety practice require 
the fireman to be alert to the condition 
of his fire, his boiler pressure, his water 
level, and at all other times to maintain 
a sharp lookout ahead. This is particu- 
larly necessary in approaching and pass- 
ing through an interlocking plant, where 
conflicting movements might be ex- 
pected, and where the train must be 
stopped if the signals are not clear. Men 
have missed these stop signals before. 
The lives of his fellow employees, as 
well ‘as those of any passengers, if it 
were that kind of train, and the safety 
of property were in this fireman’s hands. 
There was something radically wrong, 
but the signal engineer and the fireman 
both failed to realize it. 

In all three cases, these Christian men, 
though sincere, were not rendering to 
temporal authority its just due. They 
were overlooking God’s truth in Eccle- 
siastes that “there is a time to every 
purpose.” So often we fall into such 
Christ-dishonoring situations: we err 
“not knowing [or properly practicing] 
the scriptures.” 

Actually, the born-again believer 
should be the best employee it is pos- 
sible to get. Many worldly wise busi- 
nessmen realize this and consistently hire 
Christians, though they will not embrace 
Christianity themselves. Being a Chris- 
tian may not make that one the best in 
his field, but if his Christianity is prac- 
tical it will make him a far better clerk, 
accountant, engineer, doctor, scientist, 
or whatever he is, than he could pos- 
sibly be were he not dedicated to the 
Lord. 

Why? Because the true Christian can- 
not countenance what is all too common 
today, the modern creed—do as little 
as possible for.as much as you can get: 
just get by! The Christian, if he is 
practically adjusted, is not working for 


personal satisfaction, nor simply to 
please his employer. Such people “labor 
in vain.” 


The earnest and well-informed Chris- 
tian is alert to the fact that not only his 
labor, but his testimony as well, will 
be in vain unless he takes literally, and 
practices liberally, the teaching of God 
through Paul in 1 Corinthians 10: 31-33, 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. Give none offence, ... seeking... 
the profit of many, that they may be 
saved.” 


Victoria, B. C, 
w 


Show me men edified in the faith, 
strongly built up in all holy doctrine and 
thinking, increasingly obedient to every 
command of Christ, becoming gentler in 
temper, nobler in spirit; show me wicked 
men convicted, show me self-interested 
men crying out for deliverance; and I 
may conclude. that God’s truth is being 
preached with great vigor and great 
effect, (Heb. 4:12.) —Keswick Calendar. 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 10. OUR ASSURANCE OF ETERNAL LIFE 
Mark 16:1-7; John 11: 25-27, 14:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 15; printed text, 1 Corinthians 15 :3-10, 53-58 


Golden Text.—1 am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die.— John 11:25, 26 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Cor. 15:3 For I delivered unto you first.of all that which 
I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; 

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures: 

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 

6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once: of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep. 

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born 
out of due time. 

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me. 


53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall nave put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory. 

55 O death, where is thy sting? 
victory? 

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the 
law. 

57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


O grave, where is thy 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching. copyrighted by 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

ODAY we celebrate the triumph 

of our blessed Lord over death. Of 

course we really celebrate that 
event every Lord’s Day, but Good Fri- 
day and Easter bring special remem- 
brance of His death and resurrection. 
However we may regard the method of 
approximating the date, it is a good oc- 
casion to give special thought to the 
great redemptive truth that He died for 
us, and rose again. 

Let us remember that the Resurrec- 
tion has a bearing on every other tenet 
of our Christian faith. For instance, the 
Resurrection witnesses to the deity of the 
Lord Jesus (Rom. 1:4). It validates the 
redemptive purpose of His death and is 
its complement in securing that purpose 
(Rom. 4:25). It secures His present work 
as our High Priest and representative in 
the presence of God, so fully described 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews. It as- 
sures for us salvation “to the uttermost” 
through the exertions of a living Saviour 
(Heb. 7:25). It certifies His coming 
again, and guarantees the resurrection 
of the believer at His coming, as the 
chapter of our lesson so strongly argues. 

Here are a few verses in which I 
attempted to express my Easter joy some 
years ago: 


Death’s Master lowly lies in folds of 


death. 
At His imperious word the bier, the 
tomb 
Gave up their prey; but fled is now 
His breath, 


% % a4 4 


And silence fills that stony house of 
gloom. 


Ay, dark, and chill, and silent is the 
place 
Where hope lies buried. Now let 
black despair 
Engrave its horrid lines on every face! 
Gone is each lovely dream, each 
vision fair! 
But lo! what tremors wake the sleeping 
earth? 
What deep commotion shakes the 
dark abyss? 
From death’s 
joyous birth 
The princely Captive leaps to life 
and bliss! 
Avaunt, ye terrors of the darksome 
night! 
O death, O grave, your boastings now 
give o’er! 
The Saviour lives; hell can no more 
affright, 
For in His life we live for evermore! 


unwilling womb, in 


Verse by Verse 

1 Cor. 15:3.—“. . . first of all... Christ 
died for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures.” The phrase “first of all” carries 
the sense of “foremost.” The Cross was 
foremost in Paul’s declaration of the 
Gospel of Christ (see 2:2). 

Verse 4—“. . . buried , . . rose again 
the third day according to the scrip- 
tures.” The burial gave official recog- 
nition to the death (Mark 15: 43-46). 
The Resurrection is God’s declaration 
that the sacrifice was effectual and ac- 
ceptable, We have a living Saviour. See 
Hebrews 7:25. 
seen of Cephas, then 


Verse 5.—“. .. 





of the twelve.” Now the witnesses are 
called. See Luke 24:34 and Mark 16:14, 
“The twelve” is a technical term, some- 
times used even after the defection of 
Judas, but Mark uses the arithmetical 
number. 


Verse 6.—“. . . five hundred brethren 
at once...” This probably was the offi- 
cial meeting in Galilee (Mark 16:7). 
Otherwise this is the only reference to 
such an appearing. Justus and Matthias 
must have been among the five hundred 
(Acts 1:21-23). 


Verse 7.—“. . . seen of James, then of all 
the apostles.” This is probably James, 
the Lord’s brother. “All the apostles” 
probably has reference to the occasion 
of the Ascension (Luke 24:50, 51; Acts 
1:6-9). 

Verse 8.—“, . . seen of me also, as of 
one born out of due time.” The appear- 
ing of Christ to Paul validated 
his apostleship (Acts 1:22; 1 Cor. 9:1). 
Yet he is “the child of untimely birth” 
among the apostles, an expression de- 
noting inferiority. But see 2 Corinth- 
ians 11:5; 12:11. 

Verse 9.—“. . . the least of the apostles 
-.. not meet ... because I persecuted 
the church of God.” Here he elaborates 
on his unworthiness, as due to his former 
career as a persecutor., 

Verse 10.—“But by the grace of God 
.. not in vain... not I, but the grace 
of God which was with me.” The very 
facts enumerated in verses 8 and 9 make 
the working of the grace of God in him 
more evident. See how he ascribes ‘his 
own intense labors also to the grace of 
God. 


Verse 53.—“For this corruptible must 
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put on incorruption ... mortal. , . im- 
mortality.” For connection of context go 
back to verses 50 to 52. After the resur- 
rection of the dead is described (vs. 35- 
49), the question of those who are alive 
at the time calls for answer, and here 
it is. A change must take place. 

Verse 54.—“. .. then .. . Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory.” Notice that “the 
saying” is not said to be realized in the 
Resurrection, but in the change by which 
we escape death. 

Verse 55.—‘O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” 
An echo of Hosea 13:14. While we can 
apply this to the death of the saint in 
view of the blessed hope, its primary 
reference is still to the deathless change 
to immortality which will be the lot of 
the living saints at our Lord’s return. 

Verse 56—“The sting of death is sin; 
and the strength of sin is the law.” The 
reason for this is that death is the pen- 
alty of sin, and the Law is that which 
defined sin and brought it into full view 
‘Rom, 7:7-13). 

Verse 57.—“. . . giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The 
position of death seems invulnerable, 
but the death and resurrection of Christ 
has shaken its power, so that it cannot 
hold the people of God. 

Verse 58.—“. . . stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding . .. your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord.” Our labors 
are not simply temporary activities to 
be halted and voided by death, but are 
wrought in view of that great day, and 
so enter into the very warp and woof 
of eternity. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Foremost in all the facts that go to 
make up the Gospel is this, that Christ 
died for our sins. 


But if Christ had died and had not 
risen from the dead, how could we know 
that He “died for our sins’? All we 
could say with assurance is that He died. 
The resurrection of Christ is what makes 
His death Gospel, and not just a historic 
fact. 

The Resurrection, then, requires the 
validation of sufficient testimony. There- 
fore the Apostle Paul catalogues the 
evidence. It is rather remarkable that 
he does not mention the appearing of 
the risen Christ to the women (Matt. 
28:9; Mark 16:9; John 20:11-17), so 
prominently reported in the Gospel rec- 
ords. I suppose some would take this 
as further evidence of Paul’s prejudice 
against women! It might be closer to 
the truth to remember that he was writ- 
ing for the Gentile world, where the 
testimony of women was not given too 
high rating. On the other hand, Paul 
calls up evidence not given in the Gos- 
pels. The appearing to James (doubt- 


less the Lord’s brother), and to a com- 
pany of over five hundred, are not 
mentioned in those records, unless the 
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Last Week's Lesson 
1. (14) April 3.—The Cross and Chris- 
tian Discipleship. Matthew 21:1- 
11; Luke 9:23, 24; John 12:20-26; 
2 Corinthians 5:14-19; Galatians 
2:20, 21; 

Next Week’s Lesson 
17. Rehoboam, King of 


6:14-17 


3. (1) April 
Judah. 


2 Chronicles 10 to 13; 1 Kings 12 








latter be that official appearing in Galilee 
to which Jesus called His “brethren” 
(Matt. 26:32; 28:10). 

Paul’s chief witness is, however, him- 
self. The Lord had appeared in His 
risen glory to him on the road to Damas- 
cus, and the sight had changed him from 
a persecutor to an apostle. True, this 
appearing was “out of turn,” like an un- 
timely birth or a miscarriage, making 
him the oddity in the apostolic company. 
But despite his untimely and unlikely 
beginning, he had made good, by the 
grace of God, and was a valid witness 
to the living Saviour, not only by his 
testimony, but by his indefatigable 
labors. 

Now the resurrection of Christ is not 
only a guarantee of the redemptive value 
of His death, but it gives certainty to 
the hope of resurrection for all who trust 
Him (vs. 12-23). 

But a question still remains. What 
about those who are still living when 
the day of resurrection breaks upon all 
who fell asleep in Jesus? For it is clear 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT are some of the doctrines 
which are certified by the resurrec- 
tion of Christ? 

2. What is the foremost article of the 
Gospel as Paul delivered it to the Corin- 
thians? 

3. On what occasion did Paul establish 
a determination to give the Cross a pre- 
eminent place in his preaching? 

4. Why is Paul so careful to call the 
evidence for the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus? 

5. What appearings of the risen Christ 
does Paul mention which are not re- 
corded in the Gospels? 

6. What special value did seeing the 
risen Christ have for Paul? 

7. What two particular results in his 
own life does Paul attribute to the grace 
of God, apart from his salvation? 

8. With what problem does Paul deal 
in the latter part of the resurrection 
chapter? 

9. Where does Paul deal with this 
whole question in reverse order? 

10. Why does Paul call the truth de- 
clared in 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 a “mys- 
tery”? 

(Answers on page 256) 
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that we cannot enter into the heavenly 
realm in earthly bodies. 
The answer is given as a revelation of 


things hitherto hidden (a mystery, v. 
51). “We shall all be changed.” The 
mortality and the corruption in these 
bodies, which are moving us continually 
toward death, will be halted and de- 
stroyed, and in their place will come 
immortality and incorruption, so that 
our changed bodies will be of the same 
order as those raised from the dead 
(vs. 42-44). 

So, whether we stand by the grave of 
our loved one who has fallen asleep in 
Jesus, or whether our feet lave in the 
chill waters of death, or whether we 
stand in our mortality when the trum- 
pet sounds, we can sing our song of 
triumph, “O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory?” 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The foremost truth (1 Cor. 15:3) 
2. The validating truth (vs. 4-8) 

3. The consequent truth (vs. 12-23) 
4. The unveiled truth (vs, 51-53) 

5. The inspiring truth (vs, 54-58) 


Topics for Development 


“According to the scriptures.” Three 
items ought to be included under this 
phrase: 


1. “Christ died for our sins.” This 
points to such Scriptures as Isaiah 53, 
and the entire system of Levitical sac- 
rifice. 

2. “He rose again.” This recalls Psalm 
16, used so effectively by Peter on the 
day of Pentecost. The Feast of First- 
fruits would also be included on the 
typical side. 

3. “The third day.” 
story of Jonah enters the picture. 
Jonah 1:17 and Matthew 12:40. 

Other Scriptures could be added, but 
these indicate the truth of Paul’s re- 
peated phrase, 

“Born out of due time.” Some have 
related this phrase in 1 Corinthians 15:8 
to our Lord’s appearing to Israel (see 
Zech, 12:10 to 13:1). Paul was the “pre- 
mature child of the family, the rest to 
be born in due time at the coming of 
the Lord. The context hardly sustains 
this view. It definitely connects the 
appearing to Paul with the earlier ap- 
pearings listed in verses 5 to 7 rather 
than with the later appearing to the 
nation, still future. The features which 
made the appearing to Paul “out of due 
time” were: it was after the ascension 
to Glory, not during the forty days; and 
it was while Paul was yet in unbelief, as 
over against the fact that all the others 
(with the possible exception of James) 
were believers. 


Here the typical 
See 


Practical Applications 

Give the Cross its primary place, but 
don’t stop there; our crucified Saviour 
lives! 

You can enumerate those who saw 
Jesus alive, but can you add with Paul, 
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“me also”? Not that we have seen Him 
with our physical eyes, but is the living 
Christ real to us? 

Grace can lift you from the place of 
the most undeserving, and put you in the 
place of maximum usefulness (1 Cor. 
15:10). 

It is good to know that “we shall be 
changed” (v. 52), but can we also say, 
“we ... are being changed”? (2 Cor. 
3:18, Gr.) 

The blessed hope is not just something 
to dream about, but something to put 
energy and stedfastness into our service 
(v. 58). 


Golden Text 

John 11:25, 26.—“. . . I am the resur- 
rection, and the life: he that believeth 
... Shall never die.” These verses cover 
1 Corinthians 15. The first statement 
covers verses 1-8. The second is the 
text for verses 12-49. The last is an 
abbreviation of verses 50-58. Try it for 
yourself. 

ELMuursT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGcESTED HyMNS 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
“Low in the Grave He Lay” 
“It May Be at Morn, When the 
Day Is Awaking” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Almighty 
and merciful Father, who hast brought 
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we thank Thee for His victory over both 
sin and death. Help us so to put our- 
selves under His control that He will 
be free to defeat sin in us and to place 
us at last with those who stand before 
Thee holy and without blame. Bless our 
study of Thy Word now, and may we 
see more of our wonderful Lord and 
His great salvation. Let Thy blessing 
be with our missionaries and with all 
who work to spread the Good News. 
Control in the affairs of nations, restrain- 
ing the evil and guiding and prospering 
the just. Be near to the sick and dying, 
relieve the tried and the distressed, and 
comfort and help them according to Thy 
love and wisdom. Give to us all Thine 
own tender compassion that we may 
bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill 
Christ’s law of love. Forgive us our sins, 
cleanse us anew, and keep us trusting 
and obeying Thee, for our Saviour’s sake 
and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Ministers often 
open a funeral service with Christ’s 
words in today’s Golden Text: “I am 
the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die” 
(John 11:25, 26). 

Note what Christ foretells about such 
as believe on Him. First, “He that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet 
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shall he live.” He said. this to Martha 
at the grave of her brother, and He 
meant: “Those who believe in Me, 
though they have died, as your brother 
has, yet they will live again at the Res- 
urrection.” Paul speaks of this event in 
our lesson when he says, “This corrupti- 
ble must put on incorruption”—this body 





O CONQUEROR OF DEATH! 


I$ our VICTORY 


which can die and decay must give place 
to a body that death cannot touch. 

But will all die? What of those still 
living at Christ’s return when the dead 
are raised? Listen again to our Golden 
Text: “Whosoever liveth and believeth 
in me’”—believers alive at that time— 
“shall never die.” In verses 51 and 52 
of our lesson chapter, Paul says: “We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.” The bodies of His people who 
live to see Christ’s. return will be 
changed to deathless bodies. So shall 
they never die. 
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O joy! O delight! should we go without 
dying, 
No sickness, no sadness, no dread, and no 
crying; 
Caught up through the clouds with our 
Lord into glory, 
When Jesus receives “His own.” 
But whether we live till then or die be- 
fore, if Christ is our Saviour, we shall 
receive our heavenly bodies either 
through resurrection from the dead or 
by transformation of our present body. 
And it will all be by the power of Him 
who is “the resurrection, and the life” 
—the resurrection to those who have 
died, the life to those who go without 
dying. But remember that to be in on 
that glorious victory over death you must 
be a believer, one who has taken Christ 
as his Saviour and Lord. 


Ca.LcarRy, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3).—The word 
“gospel” means “good news,” or “glad 
tidings.” To a person conscious of his 
sinfulness before God, there is no mes- 
sage comparable to this: “Christ died 


CAN YOU SAY IT WITH PAUL? 
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“Last of all he was seen of ME also.” 





(x cor. 15:8) 
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for our sins.” Our sins deserve the just 
judgment of God. Instead of executing 
the sentence, He calls our attention to 
the glorious fact that His beloved Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the sinless Sav- 
iour, died; “the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). 

The preacher of the Gospel would 
never omit that item of glad tidings 
when preaching to the unsaved. 

In a certain theological seminary it 
was the custom for the student who had 
preached in the sermon class, to go into 
the president’s room the next morning 
for a quiet talk about the sermon. On 
one occasion, the godly president said to 
the young man before him: “It was a 
good sermon you gave us yesterday; 
the truth you dealt with was well ar- 
ranged and well presented. But your 
message had one omission—a grave one, 
There was no word in it for a poor sin- 
ner like me.” 

A visiting preacher, after speaking on 
the subject, “Poverty, Its Causes and 
Cure,” was assigned a room next to that 
of a man who had heard the message. 
During the night, the preacher heard 
an uncommon groan coming from that 
room. He hurried in and found the oc- 
cupant of it dying of apoplexy. As others 
gathered in the room, the preacher— 
the picture of misery—said tremulously: 
“Never before did I see the meaning of 
that text, ‘Preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season.’ Had I known 
what was to happen, I would not have 
dwelt upon this evening’s topic. I would 
have preached Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified! You might have thought it out 
of season, but it would have been in 
season, both as it respects him and as 
it respects you.” 

“And that he was buried .. .” (1 Cor. 
15:4).—More should be said about His 
burial than is being said in some quar- 
ters today. There is a theory being 
spread abroad to the effect that the Sav- 
iour only swooned on the cross, and that 
His disciples hurriedly removed Him, 
and kept Him hidden until the first day 
of the week—then brought Him forth, 
pretending He rose from the dead. 

To believe such a theory it is neces- 
sary to deny categorically all the state- 
ments of the Holy Scriptures regarding 
His death. It is necessary to believe the 
centurion and his band of soldiers ex- 
posed themselves to death for extreme 
negligence of duty. The disciples would 
have to be credited with possessing far 
more courage than characterized them 
at the time of the Crucifixion. One 
would be compelled to imagine that 
Pilate would grant them permission to 
remove His body before death had oc- 
curred. 

It was not until they had “fulfilled 
all that was written of him,” that they 
“took him down from the tree, and laid 
him in a sepulchre” (Acts 13:29). 

. he was seen... he 
o ( Cor. 


“He was seen. . 
. he was seen.., 


was seen.. 
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15:5-8).—How true it is, as has often 
been said, that the resurrection of Christ 
is a fact “attested as none other ever 
was since the world began”! The Holy 
Spirit gives us only the testimony of 
eyewitnesses, “who for weight, number, 
or other circumstances, furnished evi- 
dence unanswerable for every fair mind.” 

“The quiet statement—‘after that. He 
appeared to James,’” says William Kelly, 
“is a remarkable contrast with what 
Jerome quotes from the spurious Gospel 
of the Nazarenes, how James made a 
vow neither to eat nor drink till he saw 
the Lord risen again. Man spoils all 
he touches in divine things; he cannot 
even fill up a gap with a trustworthy 
tradition. James had no such superiority 
of faith over the rest; nor, if he had 
possessed it, would he have shown it 
by any such vow.” 

If anyone were prejudiced enough to 
accuse Peter, James, and the Twelve 
of a plot to decefve, the greater number 
of the five hundred ordinary believers 
were living at the time Paul wrote. 
They could be questioned as to their 
testimony regarding the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus. If those men had not 
seen the Lord after His crucifixion and 
resurrection, surely some of them, upon 
being questioned, would have become 
conscience-smitten and confessed the 
conspiracy to deceive the public. 

The Lord Jesus is the Truth. He made 
many predictions regarding His own res- 
urrection (Matt. 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; Luke 
18:31-33; 24:7). It is of primary im- 
portance that we believe Him in this 
important matter. 

In the olden days in Russia, the Greek 
Orthodox Church held its Easter serv- 
ice at midnight. The priests, after a 
very lengthy ceremony, marched three 
times around the building in search of 
the body of Christ. Re-entering, they 
would cry out, “Christ is risen!” and the 
people, bowing in adoration would ex- 
claim, “He is risen indeed!” 

“For this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption .. .” (1 Cor. 15:52).—The 
bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus is 
the assurance of the bodily resurrection 
of all who fall asleep in Jesus. The dead 
body of a believer goes to corruption 
in the grave; but at the return of the 
Lord Jesus Christ “the dead in Christ 
shall rise first” (1 Thess, 4:16). Their 
corruptible bodies shall put on incorrup- 
tion. The mortal bodies of believers on 
earth at that time shall put on immor- 
tality. “Then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” 

Someone has said that verse 55 of our 
lesson is written from the viewpoint of 
the risen dead, arrayed in new bodies, 
as though they were addressing death 
under the figure of an animal armed 
with a poisonous sting, as a scorpion. 
Because the Saviour willingly subjected 
Himself to the sting of death, becoming 
sin for us, death is now deprived of 
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the power to pierce our souls; ultimate 
victory is assured. A saint, triumphantly 
passing into eternity exclaimed, “It is 
said, ‘O death where is thy sting?’” 
Then looking at those around his bed, 
asked in a most impressive manner: “Do 
you see any sting here?” 
Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we have a subject today 

that will require our concentrated 
thinking, for the sages and scholars and 
wise men of the ages have exhausted 
themselves trying to grasp immortality 
and eternity, without success; it is too 
huge a thought to be comprehended by 
the human mind. Only in God’s Word 
do we find anything to assure us about 
it. Job asks the great question, “If a 
man die, shall he live again?” (14:14,) 
Then he answers his own question, “For 
I know that my redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth: and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God: whom I shall see for 
myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and 
not another .. .” (19:25-27). 

Paul gets his assurance of the resur- 
rected, eternal life—and offers it to us 
—in the fact of our Lord’s resurrection. 
In 1 Corinthians 15:19-22, he, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, says: “If 
in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable. But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
Shall all be made alive.” So there you 
have God’s Word for it that after you 
are dead and buried, you will live again 
—and for eternity. We need not bother 
ourselves trying to think out what eter- 
nity is; we can just know that it, is 
something very marvelous and beyond 
our understanding; that God our 
Heavenly Father, who created the uni- 
verse, has promised it to us, and He 
never breaks a promise, 

I cannot do better than pass on to you 
some extracts from an editorial written 
by the late Arthur Brisbane, one of the 
most widely read columnists of his day. 
He says: 

“Of all words, the most impressive, 
most awful word is Eternity. Old civil- 
izations and nations are destroyed, great 
stone pyramids crumble and decay; but 
Time, in Eternity, goes on forever. There 
are, strange as it sounds, two Eternities. 
Since Time never began, there must be 
an Eternity stretching back of us and, 
as Time will never end, there is an- 
other Eternity stretching ahead of us. 

“The mind of man, looking back at 
an Eternity that has passed, and ahead, 
at an Eternity to come, feels that the 
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SHADOW of DEATH 
by Tom Watson, Jr. 


“To give light to them that sit in 











darkness and in the shadow of 
> death...” Luke 1:79 
ad | wa 


A missionary who works in the factory 
districts of Rome was questioned in Wash- 
ington recently about his philosophic 
approach to the problem of Communism. 
“We know nothing of the philosophy of 
dialectics or materialism,” he replied. “We 
tell the people that Communism is sin and 
that the blood of Jesus Christ is the only 
effective remedy!” 


In the Far East the Communists are 
moving forward at the rate of 44 square 
miles an hour. Hopeless and helpless be- 
hind the Iron Curtain, millions of Asiatics 
desperately need Jesus Christ. Won’t you 
give now in order that TEAM RADIO 
might reach them with a powerful long- 
wave signal from Korea? The need is 
urgent. We are trusting God to supply 
through the sacrificial gifts of His people. 
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dreadful infinitude of Time and Space 
is impossible, and at the same time it 
is inevitable. 

“It says in the Bible, ‘In my Father’s 
house are many mansions.’ Perhaps in 
all of them we will live longer or shorter 
lives; here, three score and ten, there, 
perhaps on some greater planet or star, 
three score and ten thousand years 
which is a mere drop on the ocean of 
Time. As an experiment try with your 
friends to fix your cOncentrated thought 
on Eternity for five minutes, without 
letting your thoughts wander. You will 
find that it cannot be done. But as 
you try, think on the following facts 
which are some of the things the Scrip- 
tures mention regarding Eternity and 
the Eternal. 

“The God of the Bible is the eternal 
God (Deut. 33:27), and in keeping with 
His ‘eternal purpose’ (Eph. 3:11) He 
has given His beloved Son for those 
who deserved eternal judgment, and since 
the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘through the eter- 
nal Spirit offered himself without spot 
to God’ (Heb. 9:14), He has ‘by his own 
blood . . . entered in once into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for us’ (Heb. 9:12). 

“‘He became the author of eternal 
salvation’ (Heb. 5:9) and delivers all 
who receive Him by faith as a personal 
Saviour from the “vengeance of eternal 
fire’ (Jude 7) and gives them eternal 
life (John 3:15). All who place their 
faith in Him are ‘called .. , unto his 
eternal glory’ (1 Pet. 5:10) and are heirs 
of an eternal inheritance (Heb. 9:15). 
He even causes the ‘light affliction’ of 
believers to work for them ‘a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” 
(2 Cor. 4:17). 

“For thus saith the high and lofty 
one that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit 
of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones.’” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ASTER Sunday! I think this is the 
happiest time of all the year. When 
we were children, we probably pre- 
ferred Christmas. At least we enjoyed 
the exchange of gifts, programs, and 
treats that are common at that time. 
Now that we are growing up, we un- 
derstand better the significance of the 
birth of Christ. And we know that if 
He had not come into the world to save 
sinners, there could have been no res- 
urrection morning! But the resurrec- 
tion of our Lord from the dead proved 
that His sacrifice for our sins was fully 
satisfactory to God, so that now we may 
know that we have eternal life. 
In Palestine it was the custom for a 
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buyer to go to the market and select 
what he wanted. Then he started to 
bargain for it. He laid down beside the 
article he desired, the price he was will- 
ing to pay for it. Often there was a 
good deal of haggling back and forth 
before the article changed hands. But 
whenever the seller picked up the money 
which had been laid down beside the 
article, the transaction was closed and 
the article belonged to the buyer. Our 
Lord Jesus laid down His life for our 
sakes. God raised Him up, showing that 
the price of our redemption was paid in 
full. 

Where inthe Bible is the great “res- 
urrection chapter”? (1 Cor. 15.) Right. 
Let’s read the first ten verses of that 
chapter now. As we read, notice a 
phrase repeated twice over. What is it? 
(“According to the scriptures.”) Cor- 
rect. The death, burial, and resurrec- 
tion of Christ were all “according to 
the scriptures.” What proof this is of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
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the stability of the Word of God! And 
it is that same Word which gives us the 
assurance of eternal life. Did you notice 
that this passage speaks of six different 
appearances of the risen Lord to dif- 
ferent people, at different times, and in 
different places? In the Gospels we 
learn of still other times the risen Sav- 
iour appeared to those who love Him. 
But the six appearances here mentioned 
certainly are sufficient to prove that Christ 
really rose from the dead. Some people 
have said that these were only visions, 
but that is untrue. He appeared at one 
time to more than five hundred people 
at once. It would be impossible for so 
many people to have the same vision at 
the same time. Then our risen Lord 
walked, talked, and ate with His dis- 
ciples. Visions do not do that. It was 
not a vision but our living Lord who 
appeared on these six different occa- 
sions. 

Forty days after the Resurrection, the 
Lord Jesus ascended to Heaven, and it 
was from Heaven that He spoke to Saul 
of Tarsus on the Damascus road. Our 
Saviour is still there, seated on the right 
hand of God. Someone asked an Irish- 
man how he could be so sure that he was 
going to Heaven. He replied, “If any- 
body will have to be kept out of Heaven 
because of my sins, it will have to be 
Jesus: but blessed be God, they cannot 
keep Him out! He is there already!” 

Because the Lord Jesus came out of 
the grave, we know that all those who 
sleep in Jesus will also rise. He has 
promised this, and His resurrection is 
proof that they will. Furthermore, it 
is one of the things that makes us sure 
we will know one another in Heaven. 
Christ arose from the grave in a resur- 
rection body. He was able to go into a 
room when the doors were fastened. 
Yet it was the same body He had be- 
fore, only now fitted for Heaven. We 
know this because He still bore the 
marks of the cruel nails. We know it 
also because His disciples had no diffi- 
culty in recognizing Him. True, two of 
them did not know Him as He walked 
along the Emmaus road, but Luke ex- 
pressly says that “their eyes were holden 
that they should not know him.” The 
Bible seems to teach that our loved ones 
who “sleep in Jesus” will not have any 
sears on their glorified bodies, but still 
they will have their same bodies in 
which we knew them on earth, made 
like our Lord’s. And we will certainly 
recognize them! 

Now let us read the last six verses of 
this wonderful resurrection chapter. 
Here we learn that the bodies of all 
Christians will be changed when the 
Lord comes, those of the living as well 
as of the dead. It won’t be a long, pain- 
ful process such as a snake wriggling 
out of its skin, but it will take place 
in a moment, “in the twinkling of an 
eye.” The bodies of Christians who have 
died and the bodies of the Christians 
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Miracles in the Prisons of Greece 


In the state prisons of ‘Greece a 
great work has been done as the 
result of thousands of Greek New 
Testaments and Bibles contributed 
by the Million Testaments Cam- 
paigns and the American Mission 
to Greeks. We want to give you 
the testimony of a dear Greek pris- 
oner in the Rural Prison of Ayias 


on the Biblical Island of Crete. 


“I want to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for what took 
place in my life as a result of read- 
ing your evangelistic magazine, the 
“Voice of the Gospel.’ You, my be- 
loved brethren, are directly respon- 
sible under God for the salvation 
of my soul. (Hundreds of copies of 
this monthly evangelical magazine 
published by the American Mission 
to Greeks are distributed in the pris- 
ons and hospitals.) You have res- 
cued me from my evil ways and I 
have been born again. How I’d 
love to get the magazine regularly. 
(Someone who reads this may like 
to subscribe for him at $3 a year.) 

“T would love to contribute to this 
marvelous work that you are doing, 
but I am poor and destitute. I be- 
lieve, however, that the Lord will 
lead others to help so that many 
prisoners like me may find Christ. 
Why don’t you send your maga- 
zine and the Word of God with it 
to every prisoner in Greece? I know 
many more would come to the 
Lord if you could only reach them 
with the Gospel. __I’d love to have 
a Bible for myself and at least 100 
copies of your magazine and 100 
Greek New Testaments for my fel- 
low prisoners. (A Bible costs $1, 
and we can get 5 Greek Testaments 
for $1.) Please do pray for me, 
also, and think of me, your brother 
in bonds.” - 
GEORGE GIGIMES 
Note: You may have a definite 
share in this wonderful ministry 
among the prisoners of Greece by 
writing to the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Dept. S, P.O. Box 
423, New York 36, N. Y. (or to 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont., 
in Canada). If you want to know 
more about this work write for a 
free copy of the diary of the Sec- 
ond Missionary Journey of the Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, General Secre- 
tary. On the first page is a picture 
of him sitting in the ancient prison 
of Philippi where Paul and Silas 
were imprisoned. This 61l-page 


book will be sent you free on 
request. 


(Adv.) 
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who are still alive when Jesus comes 
will be changed at that time. The bodies 
of the Christians who are now in Heaven 
will be united with their spirits so 
rapidly that they will rise with us; all 
of us in our new glorified bodies which 
can never be sick or suffer any more, 
and never be separated again from those 
we love. Isn’t that wonderful, girls? 
The Lord Jesus won all that for us on 
the cross of Calvary! 

What heart-stirring words these are! 
“Then shall be brought to pass that say- 
ing . . . Death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory.” Think of the happy day that will 
be! The fear of death is perhaps the 
greatest fear of the human race, but in 
that day it will be gone forever! Never 
again will we who have been redeemed 
fear death for ourselves or our ioved 
ones! Even now the Lord has given us 
a measure of victory over death, for 
we who know our sins are forgiven do 
not fear death as unsaved people do. 
We may shrink from the process of dy- 
ing as not pleasant, but we know that 
our risen, living Lord will be with us, 
and if we should go through the valley 
of the shadow of death, the very first 
minute after we die, we will enter into 
eternal joy! Forever afterward we shall 
live with those we love most and best, 
and above all with our blessed Lord 
Himself! But with the unsaved, how 
different—death brings to them eternal 
darkness! 

Because we have such a glorious 
future in which to share the triumph 
of our Lord’s resurrection, we are told 
to be “stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord,” for 
we know that our “labour is not in vain 
in the Lord.” Assured of our own eter- 
nal life, and knowing some of the won- 
derful blessings it is bringing us, let us 
tell others of our wonderful Saviour, 
that they may share this also, 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
“He Has Risen” (Mark 16:1-7) 


BULB and an Easter lily may be 

used as an Easter object lesson to 
reinforce : the illustration of the seeds 
used last week. The bulb may be any 
kind easily procured. Pin to the bulb a 
slip of paper with the reference, John 
12:24. The Lord Jesus gave up His life 
and was buried. What happened? And 
though He had told them, nobody was ex- 
pecting it! So for our story this morn- 
ing, Carolyn will tell about three women 
who were friends of the Lord Jesus 
(Mark 16:1-5), and Tom will tell about 
an angel at the grave (vs. 5-7). But did 
anyone see Him? (Let the children tell 
of such resurrection appearances as they 
know.) “The Lord is risen indeed” 
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(Luke 24:34, Memory Verse) was the 
good news that was passed around. 

Do other people besides the Lord 
Jesus come to life after they are dead? 
John 5:28, 29 tells what the Lord Him- 
Self says about it. There are so many 
questions we would ,like to ask about 
these things! The Bible does not tell 
us all God’s secrets. But our Bible read- 
ings will tell some of them. Will we 
look just as we do now? Paul tried to 
answer that question. Does the bulb 
that dies look like the flower that grows? 
There are bodies for people on earth, 
bodies for animals, for birds, for fish, 
according to how the different things 
live. There are bodies for angels in 
Heaven. The earth body could not live 
in Heaven. So it will be different. We 
are told it will be like the Lord Jesus’ 
heavenly body (1 John 3:2). While His 
was the same body after death, yet it 
was somewhat different. His friends 
did not recognize Him at first till He 
showed the marks in His hands and feet 
(Matt. 28:17; Luke 24:16, 31, 39). (If 
one desires, the different types of bodies 
mentioned in,1 Corinthians 15:39-41 may 
be more fully developed and illustrated 
on the flannel board.) 

This is one of the secrets that Paul 
tells us. Not everybody will have to die! 
Christians who are alive when Christ 
comes back in His body, among the 
clouds, will not die. But their earthly 
bodies will be changed into heavenly 
bodies, quick as a wink. Won't that be 
wonderful! Never be sick again, never 
be tired, never die! And we will see 
the Lord Jesus and be with Him forever! 

The Bible readings may be listed on 
paper cut like a bulb. Where is the 
Lord Jesus? (Mark 16:1-7.) Who will 
make us live? (John 11:25-27.) Where 
will we live? (John 14:1, 2.) How can 
we be sure Jesus came to life? (1 Cor. 
15:1-11.) What would happen if Christ 
were not alive? (1 Cor. 15:12-34.) What 
will people be like when they come to 
life? (1 Cor, 15:35-49.) Who will not 
die? (1 Cor. 15:50-58.) 

But this bulb (refer to the one used 
earlier) might be really dead for all I 
know, and never grow even if it was 
planted in the ground. And as I look 
at you boys and girls I cannot tell by 
the looks of your body, even in all its 
fine clothes, whether there is that spark 
of eternal life inside which will grow up 
into a heavenly body. Do you know? 
The Lord Jesus can plant it there today 
in your heart if you will give it to Him. 
Outline a heart on the blackboard. Speak 
briefly of sin and list some in the heart. 
Then write: 

CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS. 

HE WAS BURIED. 

HE ROSE AGAIN THE THIRD DAY. 
Was it for you? Then what will He do 
for your heart? Shade a heart white on 
the blackboard. Write in it “Eternal 
Life.” 

Orono, MAINE, 















Lesson for April 10 





For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T WAS Good Friday afternoon when 

Mary was visiting at Lynda’s house. 
The girls had been making new spring 
dresses for their dolls. When the last 
stitch had been sewn, the dresses were 
tried on and admired. Then they were 
taken off and the dolls were placed in 
their carriages for their afternoon naps. 

Then it was that Mary sat down at 
the piano and began playing a soft 
lullaby. Soon, however, she forgot about 
the sleeping dolls and was playing much 
louder and not-such-pretty music. 

“Sh-h-h-h!” Lynda exclaimed. 

“Oh, they’re only dolls, and this music 
won’t wake them up,” Mary called above 
the loud playing. 

“I don’t mean that. I know they’re 
dolls. But, you know, this is Good Fri- 
day.” Lynda looked more serious than 
Mary had ever seen her before. 

She stopped her playing and turned 
to ask, “What’s that got to do with it?” 

Mary had not been a Christian very 
long. In fact, she had received the Lord 
Jesus as her Saviour only a few months 
before. So it is entirely possible that 
she had no idea at all what Good Friday 
really meant. 

“Well, you see, on Good Friday we 
especially want to remember that it was 
on that day that the Lord Jesus Christ 
died for the sin of the world. I’m not ex- 
actly sure just which day it was that 
He died. But we have Good Friday so 
that we do remember about it. You know, 
when He died it was a terrible day—so 
terrible, in fact, that it got pitchy-dark 
and there was an earthquake and every- 
thing. The people who saw what was 
happening were awfully afraid. They 
did not remember that He had said He 
would rise again from the dead. They 
thought He was dead for keeps. But 
if the Lord Jesus had not died that day, 
we could never have been forgiven for 
our sin. We could never have eternal 
life in Heaven. That is why, when it’s 
Good Friday, we try to think about Him 
as much as we can. And we worship 
Him and thank Him for doing all that 
He did for us. And we can’t worship 
Him very well when you play that noisy 
kind of music. Do you understand?” 

“Yes, and I’m sorry. I'll just sit and 
think.” 

“It’s nice to think about Him, isn’t 
it?” Lynda asked. By now the two girls 
were sitting alongside of each other on 
the studio couch. “But when we think 
about the Lord Jesus’ dying, we don’t 
have to be sad any more. Especially 
since now we are both Christians. We 
know that He did not stay dead. He 
came back to life, just as He said He 
would. So all the time we are thinking 
of His dying, we can be thanking Him, 
too, that He arose. Because He arose, 

jit means that when we die, we won’t 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (13) 253 







J . . 

—Christian Greeting Cards— 
FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
to EVERYDAY LIFE With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
BIRTHS - DEATHS - WEDDINGS Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 

SICKNESS - CONVALESCENCE sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
GRADUATIONS - ANNIVERSARIES and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable 

Write for Catalog List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 

264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 
























BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND Gox 688, Akron 9, Ohio 


ENJOY PEACE OF MIND 


Through a Remarkable Annuity Plan That 
Enables You To Give and Receive Richly 

















Send today for an interesting free booklet that 
tells how you may share in the great work of 
spreading the Gospel throughout the world—at 
the same time receiving a safe, generous, as- 
sured, lifelong income, beginning immediately. 
Today, sure, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, Dept.SS-105, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 






































TEACHER! 


They'll be living your lessons in ten years... 


By next Sunday your pupils may not remember everything 
you said last Sunday. By next year, they may have forgotten the 
lesson entirely. But ten years from today, they'll be men and women 
— living their lives by the standards you are teaching them today. 







The lessons you teach each Sunday are building up, little 
by little, the basic attitudes of reverence and love and faith that 
will make them worthwhile, fruitful Christian men and women. 







For Lessons Children Live By, Use The New 
BILLY JONES FLANNELGRAPH 
STORIES 













5 wonderful new flannelgraph lessons, 
teaching the values of worship, reverence 
for the church and respect for it's ministry. 
In dialogue form with beautifully-colored 
flannelgraph pictures. 


The complete set: $1.50 


When you order, ask for our free catalog 
of flannelgraph lesson materials. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, « 


1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Japan Evangelistic Band, Inc. 


Established in Faith 1903 
OBJECTIVES: 
1. The Gospel for every creature in Japan 
2. Training of Japanese for the ministry 
3. Development of indigenous churches 









Details on request from Japan Evangelistic Band, 
1412 N. Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles 27, Calif. 
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DADDY, WAS IT THE STORK? 


How would YOU answer? THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENT . magazine gives profes- 
sional Christian guidance on sex-training 
and other areas of family living. Dail 
Bible-based devotions for families wit 
children. Monthly. $3 year. Sample free. 


The Christian Parent Box SS__— Highland, Ill. 

















Application should be made early. 


“The best things often come in the smallest pockages” 
Ben Lippen School 


Asheville, North Carolina 


—is small by design — the 


design to give only the 


best in Christian high 


school training. 


Expansion has been very rapid, but enrollment is now strictly limited. 


For picture catalog write: J. R. McQuilkin, Headmaster 

























“Evangelize China” Fellowship 
An Established and Growing Faith Work 
that merits your prayers and your gifts. 


We are Doing what the World is Saying 
MUST be Done in the Field of Missions. 


25,000,000 Chinese outside the mainland. 


For complete information write 



















WHY PREPARE AT 


Headquarters 
Box 3475T Portiand 8, Oregon 
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“PRAIRIE? 















Three Hills 
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@ SUPERIOR METHOD OF BIBLE STUDY 

e MISSIONARY-CENTERED BIBLE TRAINING 

e BALANCED TEACHING ON A DEEPER CHRISTIAN LIFE 
e 850 FROM “PRAIRIE” IN THE REGIONS BEYOND 


Write for *“*Prairie Overcomer”’ — Growing Publication 


PRAIRIE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Alberta, Canada 


















THE BELOVED 
KING JAMES 


(AUTHORIZED) VERSION 
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Stay dead either—not since we have-Him 
as our Saviour. 

“On that very first Easter morning, 
when the women went to place spices 
on the body of the Lord Jesus (thinking 
He was still dead), there was an angel 
there. When they saw him, they were 
awfully scared. But the angel said, 
‘Don’t be afraid: He is risen.’ You see, 
Mary,” Lynda was in earnest, “those 
women were afraid. But they didn't 
need to be. I guess I would have been 
like them if I had seen an angel with 
my very own eyes. But there wasn’t a 
thing to be afraid of. The angel was 
God’s messenger. He had wonderful 
news—the Lord Jesus was alive! Never 
would they have to be afraid again. 
God’s living Son would always be with 
them (and with us, too!). Later He Him- 
self said just that (Matt. 28:20). They 
would never again have to be afraid 
of death, for now He had proved that 
God would raise His own from the dead. 
Because He lives, we will live forever 
and forever and forever (John 3:16). 
And we never have to worry about be- 
ing judged for our sins. God has already 
done that. So it was just like the angel 
said that very first Easter, there’s noth- 
ing to be afraid of! 

“But those women didn’t realize all 
of that at first. Even though the angel 
of God told them not to be afraid, they 
were. So they ran off to obey the angel’s 
command to tell His disciples. But even 
while they ran they were still afraid— 
though they tried to be happy, too. Isn’t 
it wonderful to be a Christian and to 
have our sins forgiven? And to know 
we're going to see the dear Lord Jesus 
some day? Don’t you love Good Fri- 
day and Easter?” 

Mary’s first Christian Easter was the 
most wonderful Easter of all. 


LANCASTER, PA, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
“He Is Living.”—I am the resurrec- 

tion, and the life (John 11:25, Golden 
Text). It is said that the great Dr. Dale 
of Birmingham was preparing one of his 
magnificent sermons for an Easter occa- 
sion. Suddenly he found he had written 
on his manuscript this sentence, “Christ 
is living.” He looked at it a second 
time; his eyes filled up with tears. They 
say he turned away from his manuscript, 
rose to his feet, began to move up and 
down his celebrated study, saying as he 
moved, “He is living! He is living!” and 
when the Easter time came he preached 
the masterpiece of all his great sermons. 
You and I must come to the same posi- 
tion —From Dr. J. W. Chapman. Sent 
by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, Ont., Can. 
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Lesson for April 10 


It Was for Me!—Christ died for our 
sins (1 Cor. 15:3). One day a girl said 
to me: “Why is it that your religion 
means so much more to you than mine 
does to me? I think I believe every- 
thing that you do.” We talked for a 
while, and I found that she did believe 
all the fundamentals of our faith. Finally 
I said to her, “Perhaps the difference be- 
tween us is that you say, ‘Christ died 
for all,’ whereas I say, ‘Christ died for 
me.’ You are right that He died for all, 
but it will not mean much to you until 
you also can say, ‘He died for me.’” The 
next day this girl threw her arms 
around me and said, “I know now that 
Christ died for me.” She had at last 
yielded herself to His authority. Have 
you?—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. C. N. Hillyer, London, 
Eng. 


The Only One Who Conquered Death. 
—He rose again the third day (1 Cor. 
15:4). Dr. Harry Rimmer was traveling 
in Egypt and, while negotiating with the 
Secretary of State, a refined and cul- 
tured gentleman, he engaged him in con- 
versation concerning religious experi- 
ences. “We believe that God has given 
to man three revelations of Himself,” 
said Dr. Rimmer. “We, too, believe that,” 
said the man who was a Moslem. “We 
believe that God has revealed Himself 
in the works of creation.” “We, too, 
believe that.” “We believe that God has 
revealed Himself in a book—the Bible.” 
“We believe that God has revealed Him- 
self in a book—the Koran.” “We believe 
that God has revealed Himself in a man 
—that man is Jesus Christ.” “We be- 
lieve that God has revealed Himself in 
a man—that man is the prophet Moham- 
med.” ‘“‘We believe that Jesus died to 
save His followers.” “We believe that 
Mohammed died for his people.” “We 
believe,” said Dr. Rimmer, “that Jesus 
is able to substantiate His claims because 
He rose from the dead.” The Moslem 
hesitated, then his eyes fell, and finally 
he replied, “We have no information 
concerning our prophet after his death.” 
Jesus Christ is supreme because He is 
the only one who ever conquered death 
and triumphed over the grave.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans, 


Singing in Sorrow.—O grave, where 
is thy victory? ... But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:55, 57). 
In Foochow, Lawyer Gong was well 
known as a prosperous man and a Chris- 
tian. To the comforts his wealth gave 
him was added the happiness that his 
son’s first child was a boy! Each eve- 
ning Lawyer Gong had family worship, 
and the sound of happy singing carried 
to the neighbors. “No wonder,” said 
the neighbors, “because God has smiled 
on him.” But one day smallpox struck 
the happy home, and the little boy died. 
Next morning, as Lawyer Gong left for 
his office, heavy of heart, he overheard 
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a neighbor say: “Look now; in sorrow 
he is like the rest of us. Tonight we 
shall hear no singing over the garden 
wall.” Those words stayed with Law- 
yer Gong all day, and with them the 
words of his own son, who that morning 
had cried out against God for letting 
death take his child. Lawyer Gong knew 
he must meet the challenge of that 
neighbor and also try to help his son. 
That night he returned home bringing 
his pastor. The sorrowing family gath- 
ered, the pastor spoke for their comfort, 
and the evening hymns, much to the 
astonishment of their neighbors, were 
sung as before. When it was over, the 
baby’s father said: “Never until this 
moment have I understood what being 
a Christian really means. After this 
I shall never forget.”"—From Joseph Ed- 
win Harris, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, Monticello, 
Miss. 


If God Breaks His Word.—The sting 
of death is sin; and the strength of sin 
is the law. But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:56, 57). In one 
of the secluded glens of Scotland lived 
a lovely old lady named Nancy. She 
patiently and cheerfully lay on her bed 
awaiting the moment of her release from 
a body of sickness and pain. By her 
bedside she kept her “barrel and cruse,” 
namely, her Bible and spectacles. From 
her Bible she fed spiritually daily and 
even hourly. A young minister loved to 
visit her and listen to her simple ex- 
pressions of Bible truths. One day he 
said to her, “Now, Nancy, what if, after 
all your prayers, watching, and waiting, 
God should suffer your soul to be eter- 
nally lost?” Nancy raised herself up on 
her elbow, laid her hand on the Bible, 
and quietly replied, “Ae dearie me, is 
that a’ the length ye have got yet, mon? 
God would hae the greatest loss indeed. 
Poor Nanie would lose her soul and that 
would be a great loss, but God would 
lose His honor and His character. Haven’t 
I hung my soul on His exceeding great 
and precious promises? And if He 
breaks His Word, He would make Him- 
self a liar and a’ the universe would 
rush into confusion. Ah, thanks be to 
God that giveth us the victory through 
Jesus Christ."—From Christian Digest. 
Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. Prize illustration. 


The Difference.—Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:57). Some 
years ago there lived in London two 
Frenchmen who had long been friends. 
In the course of time one of them de- 
cided to become a British subject, and 
took the proper steps toward that end. 
He sought to persuade his friend to do 
likewise, but in vain. A day or two 
after receiving his final papers this man 
met his friend and told him the news, 
The Frenchman remarked: “You look to 
me just the same as you did the last 
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Moving to New 
Campus in 1955 


Winn Library 






















Wood Hall 







Two New College Buildings added to 
the six occupied by the Divinity School 
since 1951. Two more will be erected 
es the Lord provides. 
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New Opportunities on the 
Beautiful North Shore of 
Boston, World-Renowned 
Educational Center 


EVANGELICAL = 
— INTERDENOMINATIONAL 


Catalogs Available Now 









T, Leonord Lewis, Th.D., President 
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Gordon College — 
— Gordon Divinity School 


Beverly Farms, Massachusetts 
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America’s Leading 
Commentary 
BARNES’ NOTES 
ON THE 


OLD AND NEW 
TESTAMENTS 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
OR 
BAKER BOOK HOUSE 
GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 


JEWISH LISTENERS to our 
weekly radio broadcasts indi- 
cate in their letters to us that =} 
many of them are seeking the 
truth. They think, they ask 
questions, they write to us for 

the Prophecy Edition of the j 
New Testament. Then some of 
them come to a glorious experience 

of salvation—accepting the Lord Jesus 

as their Saviour and Messiah. 


° Nt at - 
A Jewish listener writes: 


“| THINK QUITE ABIT ABOUT CHRIST, 
THE MESSIAH" 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts to a 
Id-wide Jewish listening audience over 
more than 50 radio stations. We invite 
you to share the burden—and the bless- 
ing—of this radio ministry to Jews. 


Write for a free copy of our 
magazine, ‘‘Message to Israel."” 
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Coulson Shepherd, Director sWa 


(Founded 1937) 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, INC., Box 682, GRO.,N.Y. 1, N.Y. 








Inquire also about 


HOLY LAND TOUR 
EMPHASIZING ISRAEL 
Conducted by the Shepherds 


EASTER SEASON 1956 
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time I saw you. Do you feel any dif- 
ferent?” “I can’t say that I do,” the 
new Englishman replied. Then he added, 
“There is this difference: yesterday 
Waterloo was a defeat; today it is a vic- 
tory,” It may be that when we become 
Christians we do not look any different 
to our friends. Yet we are different. 
Yesterday we lived in defeat, subject to 
Satan, his slave. But today we live in 
victory—the victory of the crucified and 
risen Christ.—From the Expositor. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


we 


This Week’s Questions Peed 


(The questions are on page 247) 


1. The deity of Christ, the efficacy of 
the Cross, the high priesthood of Christ, 
the lordship of Christ, the Second Com- 
ing, the resurrection of the dead in 
Christ, 

2. “Christ died for our sins” (v. 3). 

3. When he went to Corinth from 
Athens (1 Cor. 2:2), P 

4. Because the entire Gospel message 
depends on the resurrection of Christ. 

5. To James, to the five hundred, and 
to himself. 

6. It validated his apostleship (1 Cor. 
9:1). 

7. It bestowed apostleship upon him, 
and enabled him to labor “more abun- 
dantly” than all the others (v. 10). 

8. The lot of those who are alive at 
the time of the Resurrection, and there- 
fore not in a situation to take part in 
that event. 

9. In'1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, where 
the lot of the dead is dealt with over 
against the lot of the living. 

10. Because it had hitherto been a 
hidden truth but was now being re- 
vealed. 

ELMuuRsT, ILL. 
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Evidence of Christ's Resurrection 
(Continued from second page) 


suppositions have been advanced in an 
effort to prove that the Lord did not 
rise from the dead: (1) that He never 
actually died, but merely lost conscious- 
ness on the cross and was later revived; 





$2.00 per copy postpaid. 


“The Christ of the Korean Heart” 


This tremendous 160-page book by veteran missionary of 
Korea — Dr. Arch Campbell — now ready. 
sacrifice unto death by Korean pastors. 


FALCO PUBLISHERS 
BOX 477 : ‘ ‘ ; 








Thrilling stories of 
Order your copy now. 
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(2) that His body was secretly removed 
by His friends; (3) that His body was 
removed by His enemies. These three 
suppositions can be quickly answered. 
The record clearly shows that the Lord’s 
death was certified to Pilate by the cen- 
turion appointed to carry out the sen- 
tence (Mark 15:43-45). Furthermore, the 
evidence of the soldiers who broke the 
legs of the two who were crucified with 
Christ was clearly to the effect that 
Christ was already dead. To this is 
added the evidence of the piercing of 
His side with the spear (John 19:32-34). 
There was no mistake in the burial of 
the body, for Christ’s name was indi- 
cated on the placard on the cross above 
His head, and the unbroken legs and spear 
wound showed His disciples clearly that 
it was indeed the Lord’s body that they 
laid in Joseph’s tomb. 

. The foolishness of any supposition that 
His disciples and friends secretly re- 
moved His body from the tomb is seen 
in the complete surprise with which 
they greeted the news that He had risen. 
Furthermore, the possibility that this 
might occur was guarded against by the 
chief priests who, with Pilate’s permis- 
sion, sealed the tomb and placed a guard 
around it (Matt. 27:63-66). It is unthink- 
able that the disciples, if they had been 
able to steal the body away to bury it 
elsewhere, would have preached and tes- 
tified, at the peril of their lives, to what 
they knew to be a lie. 

Had the chief priests and scribes re- 
moved His body, it would have been a 
simple matter later for them to have 
produced it in public proof that the 
apostles’ claim that the Lord had risen 
from the dead was false. 

2. The evidence of the graveclothes. 
When Peter and John entered the tomb 
on Easter morning (John 20:6-8) they 
saw the spiral linen wrapping that had 
been about the Lord’s body, lying in 
place, collapsed, but without having 
been disturbed. Only the napkin that 
had been about His head had been folded 
and placed separately. John records 
that when he saw this he believed that 
the Lord had risen. This was the only 
possible conclusion. 

3. The testimony of the guards. These 
men had seen the angelic visitor who 
had rolled back the stone from the tomb 
and they had fallen as dead men in fear. 
The penalty for not preventing the 
breaking of the seal would have been 
death, and the fact that, as Matthew 
records (28:11-15), they were willing, 
for a sum of money, to spread the lie 
that His disciples had stolen the body 
away by night indicates their fear of 
the elders who could otherwise have 
killed them. 

4. The appearances after the Resurrec- 
tion. The laws of evidence show that the 
more details that are given in testimony 
concerning a certain incident, the greater 
are the chances of detecting a lie, for 
somewhere along the line the state- 
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THE BEST VACATION 
TRIP OF YOUR LIFE 





If you join the Christian Fellowship 
Cruise party to Alaska, July 5 to 29, it 
is our purpose to give you such a de- 
lightful and satisfactory trip, from be- 
ginning to end, that you will say, ‘*This 
was the very best vacation trip of my 
life.’ Experience gained during our 
last 15 cruises contributes toward this 
happy conclusion, also the careful 
planning that goes into every one of 
our vacation parties. 


Without a single exception, all mem- 
bers of Christian Fellowship Cruises 
of past Years acclaim the trips as 
treasured adventures in_ friendship. 
“Such friendly people were with us,” 
the universal comment has been, and 
**Such inspiring leadership”; *‘The 
spirit of Christian fellowship was so 
wonderful’; “It was a treat to travel 
with the wonderful group of con- 
genial people.” Letters pour in after 
every trip, with the most heartening 
expressions of satisfaction: ‘Could 
not have enjoyed anything more’’; 
“Enjoyed every moment, marvelous 
scenery’; “All service of the very 
best’; “From beginning to end, a 
great inspiration’; ‘‘We are grate- 
ful for the sponsorship of The Sunday 
School Times, assuring a trip of high 
character.” 


Fellowship is a welcome part of 
travel, and you will find this with the 
Christian Fellowship Cruise party in 
July, 1955. You are cordially invited 
to enjoy yourself with our traveling 
group this summer. 


Write for our free “Alaska” folder. 
Study it over, and then enroll if you 
wish. You will find yourself right at 
home with friendly Christian people, 
and you will be sure.of a happy time. 
For the folder, please address Mr. 


Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-Pres- 
ident, The Sunday School Times, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 
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ments will not fit together. In the case 
of the Lord’s appearances after His res- 
urrection, five distinct and separate ap- 
pearances on the day of the resurrection 
are recorded (John 20:1, 11-18; Matt. 28: 
9; Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5; Luke 24:13- 
35; John 20:19-24). There was another 
appearance.a week later (John 20: 26-29), 
and several on later occasions before 
His ascension (John 21:1-14; 1 Cor. 15: 
6, 7; Acts 1:4, 5). Here again, wishful 
thinking cannot account for them, for 
in each case the individuals who saw 
the Lord were surprised and, in some 
cases, terrified. Nor can the wildest 
claims of hallucination explain these ap- 
pearances, in one case to as many as five 
hundred persons, 

5. The change in the disciples, and the 
establishment of the Church. The record 
clearly shows that, when the Lord was 
arrested, the disciples forsook Him and 
fled. At the cross, the only disciples 
named were John and, later, Joseph of 
Arimathea. The only explanation for 
the change in conduct of the disciples, 
abeut which we read in Acts, is that 
they were convinced that the Lord was 
risen. Men will spend their lives in 
service and even will suffer persecution 
and shame and death to proclaim the 
truth, but they will not do so for what 
they know to be a lie. 

Finally, as believers, we see the evi- 
dence of the change in lives that the 
Gospel of the risen Christ makes in men 
today. No lie, myth, or fable could 
possibly have the transforming power 
to lift men from sin and degradation 
to lives of purity and holiness. 

Helpful books for use on this sub- 
ject are “The Six Miracles of Calvary,” 
by William B. Nicholson, D.D. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; 35 cents,, paper); 
“Resurrection Realities,” by Merrill C. 
Tenney, Ph.D. (Bible House of Los An- 
gles, Los Angeles 6; $1); and “A Great 
Certainty in This Hour of World Crisis,” 
by Wilbur M. Smith (Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, Ill, 25 cents). 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 10 


Christ Is Alive Today 
(1 Cor. 15:1-8; Gal. 2:20) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EW of us who profess to be Chris- 

tians will deny that the Lord Jesus 
rose from the dead over 1,900 years ago. 
We recognize that the Lord’s resurrec- 
tion is an essential theme of our Chris- 
tian faith. And yet all too often we 
conduct ourselves as though this miracu- 
lous event was very far removed from 
our daily lives. We read about and sing 
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Play before You Pay ! 


WITH OUR 5 DAY 
AFREE TRIAL OFFER 


FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 
Available to students, teachers, Christ- 
ian workers and missionaries at 
AMAZING DISCOUNTS 
Write for FREE Illustrated Catalog. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or r money back, 

























City Zone State 


ACCORDION MANUFACTURERS & WHOLESALERS OUTLET 


2003 West Chicago Ave. 








Dept. T3 Chicago 22, III. 














{Formerly known as “Pocket Bible Handbook ’’} 


Book OF a Lifetime ... FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by... Young and Old 
Widely Used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly Commended by leading Magazines 
Specially Useful for S S Teachers 
Invaluable for all Bible Readers 
itis an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with 
Notes on Books of the Bible, their Historical, Geo- 
graphical and Chronological Backgrounds, with 75 

Illustrative Maps: 

Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, with 78 
Authentic Photographic Reproductions: 

Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome, 
touching the Bible Story: 

How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and 
New Testaments, Apocryphal Books, Manuscripts, 
and Early Christian Writings: 

An Epitome of Church History, Connecting 
Bible Times with Our Own; Early Church Fathers, 
Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, Luther, 
and the Reformation. 

There is nothing published, of its size, that has 
anything like as much practical Biblical information, 
(Further particulars sent on request} 

Now in its 


20th EDITION 
In this Edition, the Two Books, 
POCKET BIBLE HANDBOOK and BEST BIBLE VERSES 
are Combined into One, the HANDBOOK 
now containing Best Bible Verses. 


It has the same appearance and page size as the 
19th Edition, except it is about a quarter of an inch 
thicker, being 4 x 6% x 1% inches. 

956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 


{ Two $2.00 books combined into One, at $3.00. 
As books now sell, it is still a genuine bargain.} 


Order from your Bookstore or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, tl. 
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EVERY DAY CARDS | 


| EXTRA MONEY for yourself or organization 
| showing delightful All Occasion greeting card as- 
sortments. Extensive line features lovely Scripture- 
| text cards and stationery. 
r samples on approval. 
_, Saaenaen CARDS Dept.854 Clinton, Mass. ] 


Write at once for | 











A Tragic Fact! 


Millions in Rural America are un- 
reached for Christ ... children . . 
youth...men... women. Great 
mumbers are being indoctrinated 
with false teachings .. . IT’S UP TO 
US to meet this challenge with: 


e More Missionaries 
e True Evangelism 
@ A Follow-up Scriptural Teaching Program 


e The Establishment of Sound Bible 
Testimonies 


Let’s reach RURAL AMERICA 
through a nondenominational 
FAITH MINISTRY. 


For detailed information of the work, 
write to: 

America Inland Mission, Inc. 
P.O. Box 247 Gentry, Arkansas 























THE BOOK PEOPLE 
ARE READING TWICE 


by Helen Lloyd Dubuar 


Recent letters: “I read it 
twice and loaned it to 
friends.” “I sent it to an 
invalid and bought my 
second copy of your 
book.” Methodist minis- 
ter: “We found it a very 
helpful book with its 
deep spiritual tone, copi- 
ous Scripture, embodied 
ina story of absorbing 
interest, it certainly can- 
not be read without 
spiritual benefit.” Com- 
plete reviews furnished 
on request. 380 pp. cloth, 
ae pp. gift-wrap 20c. 

okstores or direct: 
H. Dubuar, 376 William 
Street, E. Grange, N. J. Profits to missions. 


“OUR CRAZY WEATHER” 


(NEWSWEEK) 

is not so crazy when viewed from 
Bible Prophecy. 6,000,000 sq. miles 
of ice up to 1% miles high is melt- 
ing, causing the ocean to rise, the 
weight of the earth to shift, and the 
gulf stream to change. A rise of 
only four degrees would cause the 
most radical changes in the history 
of man. 

nn this amazing story in the 
Be field, Bait Ensign, Arthur E. Bloom- 
e 


Editor. 
issues covering this subject for $1.00 
The Prophetic Ensign Burket, Ind. 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
————  Fuinilire 
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WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
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about the empty tomb and we think how 
wonderful it must have been for the dis- 
ciples of long ago to find, after the dark- 
ness and heartbreak of Calvary, that 
their Lord was once more alive and able 
to eat with them and talk with them. 
And yet it all happened so long.ago that 
somehow it seems very remote from our 
present-day problems and circumstances. 


we 

The great English evangelist, Thomas 
Cook, was soon to conduct a mission in 
a certain town. At the home where he 
was to be the honored guest, great 
preparations were being made. One of 
the maids of this home went to the 
butcher shop to make a purchase. The 
clerk, noticing that she was a bit put 
out, asked the reason. 

“Oh, you would think that the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself was coming to stay 
with us, there is such a fuss being made.” 

The evangelist came and stayed and 
went. A day or two after he had gone, 
the maid was once more in the same 
shop. Looking at the clerk, she said, 

“You remember I told you about the 
fuss being made, and that you might 
think the Lord Jesus Christ was coming 
to our home?” 

“I do,” said the salesman. 

“Well,” said the girl, “He did!” 

% 

The influence that evangelist had on 
that home is precisely the influence each 
of us should have wherever we go, if we 
fully understand and appropriate what 
God has for us in the great truth that 
Christ is alive today. It is true that His 
resurrection had a key position 1,900 
years ago in God’s great plan of redemp- 
tion. We know from the Scripture that it 
proves to us that the sacrifice of Cal- 
vary was Sufficient and was accepted by 
the Father (Rom, 4:25). But we shall 
miss a great resurrection truth and a 
great blessing for daily living if we fail 
to understand that, because the Lord 
Jesus rose from the dead, He lives today, 
and what is more He lives in the hearts 
and lives of everyone who has believed 
on Him and received Him by faith. Only 
when we can say from our hearts, 
“Christ Jesus is alive today, and I know 
He lives in me,” can we begin to experi- 
ence the full blessing of the Resurrec- 
tion. 

we 

Perhaps many of us, like Nicodemus 
of old, will be inclined to say, “How 
can these things be?” We are conscious 
that many times we do not act and speak 
as though Christ were living in our 
hearts. If you have a dear friend who 
had come to stay with you, you might 
do one of two things. You might give 
that friend access to every room in your 
home and be conscious of his presence 
in every department of your family life. 
Or, you might open to your friend only 
one or two rooms and refuse to let him 
share*in much of the family life. We can 
do either of these two things with the 
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Heavenly Guest who has said to us, “Be. 
hold, I stand at the door, and knock: 
if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 
3:20). 


se 

Christ is alive today, but what have 
you done with this Heavenly Guest? 
Have you shut Him away in some dark 
corner, only to be consulted or listened 
to on rare occasions, or have you given 
Him complete control and the right to 
set straight and keep straight every de- 
partment of your life? 

we 

An old fisherman was asked how he 
knew that Christ was risen. He replied: 

“Do you see those cottages near the 
cliffs? Well, sir, sometimes when I am 
far out at sea I know that the sun has 
risen by the light that is reflected from 
yon cottage windows. How do I know 
that Christ is risen? Why, do I not see 
His life reflected from the faces of some 
of my fellows every day, and do I not 
feel the light of His glory in my own 
life?” 

Just so, the glorious fact thut Christ 
is living today will not only warm and 
brighten our own lives, but it will tell 
others that He lives when they see His 
life in us. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 4 to 10 
Mon.—Mark 16:1-7. “He Has Risen.” 


PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “He is risen; he 
is not here: behold the place where they 
laid him.” The resurrection of Christ 
is supported by irrefutable evidence. 
Nothing can be more certain than the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Christ showed Himself to be alive by 
many infallible proofs, being seen of 
men and women for forty days there- 
after, eating and drinking with them, 
and showing them His hands, feet, and 
side that had been pierced at His cru- 
cifixion. He has, by His resurrection 
from the dead, given assurance unto all 
men that He will judge the world (Acts 
17:31). Pray for more preaching of 
Jesus and the Resurrection. 





Tues.—1 Corinthians 15:3-10. 
Indisputable Evidence. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “Christ died for 
our sins ... he was buried, and . . . arose 
again the third day according to the 
scriptures: and that he was seen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve: after that 

. of above five hundred brethren at 
once.” Witnesses to the risen Lord were 
numerous and living when Paul wrote 
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each. 
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this resurrection chapter. The evidence 
is infallible. The testimony given was 
not by fanatics: but men had to believe 
what they had seen and heard of the 
bodily resurrection of Christ. Nothing 
in all history has better attestation. 
Pray for bolder ministers in this day of 
doubt. 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 15:20-28. 
Death Conquered. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” Death is the common lot of the 
sons of Adam. Death would seal down 
all. hopes of immortality had not Christ 
risen, at whose voice all that are in 
their graves shall stand up for judg- 
ment. “The hour is coming,” said Christ, 
“in... which all that are in the graves 
Shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation.” Men put off thoughts of 
death and of the resurrection for judg- 
ment. Preaching most likely to awaken 
and alarm them and make them listen 
to the solemn warnings of the Lord 
must be apostolic. Pray for more soul- 
awakening sermons. 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 15:50-58. 
“Thanks Be to God.” 


PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONS: “Thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Thank God in 
anticipation of the victory to be yours 
at the coming again of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. He is our victory 
in all of life and over death and the 
grave. The world has its springtime, 
and so has God’s kingdom. The earth 
gives up in new life the grain that has 
fallen into the earth and died, and God 
will give resurrection to bodies that 
Sleep in the dust of the earth. The story 
is best set forth in the words of inspira- 
tion in 1 Corinthians 15, and illustrated 
in the resurrection of our Lord. Pray 
for this song of thanksgiving to God, for 
all believers that mourn, 


Fri.—John 11:25-27; 14:1, 2. 
Comfort for Sad Hearts. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am the resur- 
rection, and the life .. . In my Father's 
house are many mansions . . . I go to 
prepare a place for you.” God's infal- 
lible Word is our comfort in affliction. 
It not only gives us “exceeding great 
and precious promises,” but it gives a 
view of our Lord Jesus who tasted “death 
for every man.” There is no comfort 
like His. He comforts all that mourn 
(see 1 Thess. 4:13-18). Pray for your 
bereaved friends. 


Sat.—1 Peter 1:3-8. Our Living Hope. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Begotten ... 
unto a lively hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead.” When 
Christ died, hope faded in the hearts 
of disciples; when He was buried, hope 
vanished; but when He arose and as- 


cended, it revived and was confirmed. 
Death had no power over Christ. He 
who as our Saviour died, is our Sav- 


iour glorified. The hope of the Resur- 
rection is the most glorious hope any 
mortal can have, for it is, for the Sav- 
iour and the saved, glorious. Pray for 
all that mourn, 


Sun.—Revelation 21:1-7. 
The Heavenly Home. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “I saw a new 
heaven.” John on Patmos, though in an 
unhappy situation, saw in vision the 
New Heaven. Earth has only transient 
joys to offer us, and most of these leave 
us with pangs of regret. Let every child 
of God think of the Home over there. 
“There remaineth ... a rest to the peo- 
ple of God” (Heb. 4:9). Pray for more 
awareness of the glories of Heaven, and 
“the bliss of the purified.” 
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G by choosing GREEN SPRING Tourist Home 
= prot Boe to suit — who care. Stay with 
a long-time member of the Times Family, Mrs. C. C. 
Casey, 721 Richmond Road, Williamsburg, Va. 


«FLANNEL BOARD BACKGROUNDS » 


Good quality, practical, attractive. $1 and $1.50. 
Write for catalog. Clifford Miller, 261 Lyon Street. 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. 


ATTENTION “Most Marvelous Tract” 
RED words (SIN) blot- 
Personal Workers ted out by Red Sheet. 
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WANTED Gospel Tent 


used; to buy; or rent for July 3to 17. Capacity 800 to 
1500. Write Crusade for Christ, Box 344, Bristol, Pa. 


“HAVEN FOR CHRISTIANS” 


For particulars, write to 


Christian Haven, Inc., Harvard, Ill. 
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REGIONS BEYOND MISSIONARY UNION 


The First Established Mission in 
CENTRAL AFRICA—1878 
Other early openings in 
INDIA and SOUTH AMERICA 
Pioneering still in 
INDONESIA, NEPAL, 
DUTCH NEW GUINEA 
God-given recruits wanted in all fields. 
CHRIST’S “ALL THE WORLD” call rings 
out still. But “The night 
cometh.” Deputation open- 

ings needed. 
ll = 8035 _Burholme Avenue 
pte = UNION =©PHILADELPHIA 11, PA. 








“Famine...not of Bread 


but of hearing the words 
of the Lord’’ amos 2:11 





Of all the needs of God's ancient 
people, the first and greatest is the relief 
of their 2,000 year famine. 

We seek to minister the Bread of Life, 
even the Lord Jesus Christ, to His spiritu- 
ally starving brethren. We do this by the 
Word of God and by the witness of our 
missionaries. Your fellowship of prayer 
and stewardship will speed our distribu- 

_— tion of spiritual and material 
F i aid to Jews in darkness and 
’ * need here and abroad. Write 
us today: Dept. s 
Or. Jacob Gutesans. President 
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rs 1256 Atlanta Ga 


CLOTHED AS A MAN AGAIN! 








E STOOD before us, an old and lonely man. 
He was one of Europe’s countless refugees. 
His hands trembled and words failed him 
as we placed in his hands a parcel of clothing. 
His eyes filled with tears as he took out the coat, 
the suit, and the shoes, and began to put them on. 
They were the first new clothes that he had had 
in many a long year. He kept putting the coat on 
and off from time to time until he finally con- 
vinced himself that the new clothes really belonged 
to him. For years he had been 
clothed as a beggar—that day 
he stood before us clothed as 
a man again! 


In another refugee camp a 
woman greeted us at the door 
of the barracks with sorrowful 
face and these tragic words, 
“You have come too late!’’ She 
had previously written us that 
her husband was in great need 
of medicine, food, and clothes. 
That day we arrived bringing 
these necessities with us, but 
we learned that her husband 
had been dead eight days. For 
years he had kept fighting to 
survive, but weak in body, he 
was taken ill with pneumonia 
and a heart attack. As we 
placed the medicine, food, and 
clothing on the table, the 
woman fondly handled a pair 
of woolen socks. “To think,” 
she said as she fought back 
the tears, “my husband’s feet 
were always cold, for his blood 
was so thin, and he longed for 
a pair of woolen socks.” We 
stood there feeling so helpless 
and did our best to comfort the brokenhearted 
wife. Our help in this instance arrived too late 
for her husband, but we were able to provide her 


Please send all gifts and correspondence to: 


(SAVE EUROPE’S REFUGEES) 


Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, Director for North America. 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, Inc. (Member Mission |.F.M.A.) 
811 Westview Street, Phila. 19, Pa. . 


Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I enclose $ to help 
meet the urgent need of Europe's refugees, assuring you of my 
prayers in this project of mercy. 


Name 





Street 








City Zone. State 








Help us reach the many thousands of refugees in 
Europe, both young and old, who so 
desperately need our help. 


with physical and spiritual comfort in her time 
of sorrow and bereavement. 


In Bavaria, Germany, there lives a dear widow, 
a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. Her husband 
had died in a Russian prison camp and like tens 
of thousands of others she had to struggle to pro- 
vide for herself and her three children on a pension 
of $15 a month. That day when we visited her in 
the refugee camp, she had awakened with a sinking 
heart, knowing that she had 
only enough in the house for 
a meager breakfast. Coura- 
geously she kept repeating to 
herself, “I trust in God and He 
has never failed.” When 
lunchtime approached, she lit 
the fire and prepared some 
herbal tea, for that was all she 
had. Just at that moment we 
knocked on the door of her 
room and in the name of God’s 
people we gave to her a large 
CARE parcel. God had again 
proved His faithfulness. Help 
had arrived in time! 


The European Evangelistic 
Crusade seeks to bring physi- 
cal relief wherever it can to 
such needy families, and above 
all, it brings hope and salva- 
tion to the despairing through 
the message of the Saviour’s 
love. Anxiously the refugees 
of Europe ask themselves 
daily, “What is our destiny? 
What is the purpose of our 
lives?” We cannot ignore 
their desperate plight and we 
know that God is able to supply the physical and 
spiritual needs of these people who for so long have 
lived under such unhappy circumstances. 


We need your help this Eastertide so that 
we can present the crucified and risen Christ 
to these needy, downtrodden, and brokenhearted 
people. May God challenge you with this op- 
portunity to bring Easter joy and future happiness 
to these people who, frustrated and lonely, facing 
a bleak future, will find the love of Christ through 
your kindness toward them. We must do some- 
thing NOW to give them hope through the mes- 
sage of Christ’s love, together with immediate 
physical and spiritual help. 
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